
The Torah Fund Legacy Society

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I am so excited today to bring the Torah Fund Legacy Society to you. L’Dor v’ Dor-- the transmission of stories, beliefs, and values from one generation to another is a central tenet of Judaism and our resilience as a people.  But we also pass on tangible assets  (not just our pins) and I would like you to consider Torah Fund as a venue for you to do this.



The Torah Fund Legacy Society

a way to give supporters an 
opportunity to donate assets 
through their estate. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Torah Fund Legacy society was formally established by Women’s League in 2019.  Monies were coming in from estates and our leadership decided to create a vehicle to educate, publicize and promote legacy giving.  We would elevate the importance of planned giving and create a membership society, symbolized by a charm that its members would wear.  Our members could take advantage of donations to Torah Fund after we are no longer here.



What Motivates
Legacy Giving?

• A commitment to being Jewish
• A desire to live up to the values instilled by 

parents and grandparents
• To give back
• To make a difference
• To be a part of something larger than ourselves
• To feel united with others of similar commitment & values
• To share our good fortune
• To support Torah Fund and its mission because you value what it 

offers

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What motivates Legacy Giving?   (READ SLIDE) Legacy giving allows you to make a larger gift now than you might otherwise be able to do .  It allows you to connect with others of similar values and to share your good fortune by giving back.



The Legacy Gift 

The Legacy Gift is NOT 
about death

The Legacy Gift offers the 
opportunity to do something 
significant during the donor’s 
lifetime

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Legacy giving is not about what you leave, but how you leave it.   In a way, it allows you to live forever. It enables you do to something significant during your lifetime that will benefit our future Rabbis, Cantors and lay leaders



Legacy Giving 
Myths

 Legacy gifts are ONLY given by the wealthy
 Any amount is appreciated.  There is no minimum gift required. 

 Legacy gifts = taking away inheritance
 The majority of an estate is left to family members
 Legacy commitments typically represent only a percentage of an estate

 No will = no legacy gift
 Legacy gifts can be made through a will or by adding Torah Fund 

as a beneficiary of a retirement plan (IRA),  life insurance policy or CD

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Legacy gifts can be given by everyone.  You do not need to be wealthy nor do you need to have a will.  There is no minimum gift and of course, there is NO MAXIMUM either.  We recognize that the majority of an estate is left to family members, but a you can choose to designate a portion of a retirement plan, a life insurance policy, shares of stock, or other financial instruments.  Legacy gifts typically only represent a percentage of an estate.



Why Should 
You Participate? 

The time is right!

LEGACY giving will allow Torah Fund to: 

 change the language and landscape of giving 

 incorporate legacy gifts into the philanthropic culture of Torah Fund 
and the educational institutions within the Conservative/Masorti 
Movement

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It is a fact that 53% of legacy donors make their first legacy gift when they write their first will.  If you are anything like me, you wrote your first will when you decided that you needed to provide for a child.  Making a legacy donation demonstrates to your children the importance of your support for philanthropic causes generally, and Torah Fund specifically.



Why Should 
You Participate? 

So everyone has the 
opportunity to 
express their passion,
purpose and 
commitment to the 
future of the institutions 
Torah Fund supports and 
the Jewish community

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Torah Fund Legacy society gives everyone the opportunity to make this commitment to the future of the institutions Torah Fund supports.  Monies are distributed among the five seminaries that we support and are done so at the time the gift is received.



Why Should 
You Participate? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We see these words of Hillel from Pirkei Avot,  which we often use on many occasions, but they are most fitting now.  READ HEBREW (if you can). If I am not for myself, then who will be for me?  If I am only for myself, then what am I?  And if not now, when?  Behind us lies the past, before us stretches a future that we cannot foresee, and the present is becoming a part of the past at every moment.  Yet, this moment, is the actual time of our thinking, our doing, our creating.  Hillel warns us to use this moment to advantage, for what we fail to do in this life cannot be made good in the future. We can never retrieve lost time.



How To Make A Bequest

 Make a bequest in your will 
 Name Torah Fund as a beneficiary of a life insurance policy
 Name Torah Fund a beneficiary of a retirement plan (IRA)
 Name Torah Fund as the final beneficiary in a trust under your 

will 
 Name Torah Fund as a beneficiary of a Certificate of Deposit 

(CD)

Consult your professional advisor to determine which method 
of giving is best for you.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So how can you do this?  Read slide…..At all times during your lifetime, you retain control of these funds and we suggest that you always consult your professional advisor to determine which method of giving is best for you.  



Torah Fund Legacy Society Member

Become a member of the Torah Fund Legacy Society.
Ensure our Jewish future through education.

 Complete and submit the Bequest Confirmation

 Wear your Legacy Society charm with your 
Torah Fund pin

 You will be recognized as part of the Legacy 
Society in Torah Fund publicity (with your 
permission)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So what comes next.  Once you have completed the Bequest Confirmation, you will receive the lovely Legacy Society charm to wear on your Torah Fund pin. This charm, which reads ATID (FUTURE) can be transferred from pin to pin each year.  READ recognition line



WHY? We Participate

Leaving a bequest to the Torah Fund Campaign after I 
pass allows me the opportunity to know I still can 
make a difference in our Movement even though I am 
not here physically. 

Debbi Kaner Goldich

Supporting the Torah Fund Legacy Society is my way of 
enriching future generations of Jewish families with 
well educated, socially conscious spiritual and 
community leaders.

Rachel Ferber

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
How exciting is it to share the WHY statements from some of our leaders.  Take this opportunity to create your own WHY statement as you think about legacy giving.  Our International President……..One of out Torah Fund Ambassadors, Rachel……



WHY? We Participate

I believe the single most important thing I can do to 
change the world, even after I am gone, is to help 
ensure that high quality education is available to the 
future leaders of the Jewish world.

Cory Schneider

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read Slide – Cory Schneider believes…..



For More Information

Contact:

Morgan Long
Torah Fund Manager
Tfmanager@wlcj.org

                                        405-870-2160

Women’s League for Conservative Judaism
3080 Broadway Suite K900, New York, NY 10027

The Torah Fund Legacy Society is an initiative of the Torah Fund Campaign of Women’s League for Conservative 
Judaism.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I invite you to join us, and the more than 80 other WLCJ members who have already made this commitment, some of whom are with us today (SHOW CHARM).  Please reach out to the Torah Fund office.  You can also contact Donna Burkat or myself personally, or your region Torah Fund Vice President.  I will be happy to walk you through the steps and assist you in becoming our newest legacy donor.  Thank you for listening.
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