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A Word Of Introduction

National Women’s League, which is celebrating its Golden An-
niversary this year, has behind it an immense record of achievement.
This volume documents much that has been done, as goals have
been progressively achieved and then moved forward, in a constant
broadening and deepening of purposes. From Mathilde Schechter’s
Jewish Student House to the Women’s Residence Hall to be erected
in 1970 there is indeed a far cry. But the difference is one of degree,
not of kind. To provide a Jewish home for Jewish students away
from home is a natural concern of mothers in Israel.

The decades ahead will offer National Women’s League, as all
Jews, even greater challenges than the past. In each generation,
since the time of the Prophets, we have been confronted with the
sociological-ethical problems of complete dislocation; and, in each
generation, have had to find the means to convey to our children,
in a new environment, the wisdom of the Old World, adapting its
teachings to new conditions.

Can we, in an affluent society, maintain the virtues which be-
longed to our grandparents in the midst of poverty? Is the Jewish
Home which was prevalent in Eastern and Central Europe, and the
values associated with it, still to be our second sanctuary, next to
the Synagogue, in prosperous, suburban America? National Wom-
en’s League affirms that it is. It makes this affirmation through the
activities of its National Organization, through its constituent Sister-
hoods, through their constituent members.

Determination that Judaism in all of its facets—ritualistic, doc-
trinal and above all moral and ethical—shall thrive in America is
one of the remarkable traits of this energetic organization, which
brings to peace the passions which stir others to aggression, which
rightly claims its duty to offer counsel in the halls of Conservative
Judaism, and which, with wise foresight, anticipates the future,
and tries to provide for it.

National Women’s League’s influence over the mothers of the
Conservative Movement is of primary importance to Judaism, per-
haps to the world. If he who saves one life may, as the Rabbis say,
be saving a whole world, she who saves one spirit may save the
spiritual life of a whole civilization.

Dr. Lours FinkELsTEIN, Chancellor
The Jewish Theological Seminary
of America



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This book is dedicated to the 200,000 Sisterhood women who give
the League strength and life, and to their predecessors, the Syna-
gogue women who have, through the past fifty years, furthered the
League’s growth and spread its influence among Jewish women in
the United States, Canada, Mexico and Puerto Rico.

Many individuals have contributed to the writing of this Jubilee
history. Mrs. Samuel Glassman, who did the basic research and
prepared the first draft of the history occupies a special place in
these acknowledgements. The final draft of the manuscript was
prepared and edited by Mrs. Harold Kamsler, Mrs. Anne Sinai and
Miss Judith L. Herschlag, who were also responsible for seeing the
book through production.

We are indebted to the League’s past National Presidents, Mrs.
Barnett E. Kopelman, Mrs. Marion Siner Gordon, Mrs. Louis Suss-
man, Mrs. H. Herbert Rossman, for their valuable advice and
encouragement. Mrs. Albert Fried, under whose administration the
writing was initiated, and Mrs. Sol Henkind, the League’s present
National President, have given special thought and attention to
details of content and production.

The contributions of the League’s early members, Mrs. Jacob S.
Minkin, Mrs. Elias L. Solomon, Mrs. Louis Ginzberg and Mrs.
Herman H. Rubenovitz in many areas of this story are gratefully
acknowledged. The valuable comments of Mrs. S. Joshua Kohn, Mrs.
Saul I. Teplitz, Mrs. Milton C. Lippitz, Mrs. Sylvan H. Kohn, Ms.
David A. Goldstein, Mrs. Morris Silverman, Mrs. S. Gershon Levi,
Mrs. Charles Schwartz, Mrs. Judah Nadich, Mrs. Reuben ]. Magil
and Mrs. Barney W. Adler, who read the manuscript, are greatly
appreciated.

Acknowledgments would not be complete without mention of
Mrs. Baruch I. Treiger, the League’s Executive Director, for her
constant guidance. Mrs. Simon Greenberg, the League’s Jubilee
Chairman, has rendered signal service with her consistent helpful-
ness and good judgment.

Unfortunately, the records of the early years of the League’s
existence, and of the war years, are incomplete. Some were de-
stroyed in the tragic fire at The Jewish Theological Seminary in
April 1966. If any names or events have been omitted which should
properly have been included in this history, we express sincere
regret.

4 e



Table Of Contents

A Word of Introduction
Dr. Louis Finkelstein

Acknowledgments

NIRRT 000 BEIREORNE .o ccocim srmsirnesissis o 5 s s e Haws 080 653

These Are Our Presidents
Mathilde Schechter
Fanny Hoffman
000 BPIOPL. s v i s o s s S
DRIl BOPRIBAI. oo i visnyvmsmmoRmems Eo8 SEER LS RS
Marion Siner Gordon
Helen Sussman
Syd Rossman
TRBIORt BEUBEE & cooa om0 s 0 i e i i e
Evelyn Henkind

-----------------------------------

---------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Chapter I: Setting the Stage ...............ccoovniiunn....
II: “More Than An Auxiliary” .....................
M1z Tn ‘The BegmBg: . o <o usws suvs vvon sopy seensnss

IV: The Program BEBRANS 10 mss oty samanen s eoas

V: A National Organization for the Perpetuation
of Traditional Judaism

VI: The War Years ......oceeeeerreeeencoeescaonens

VIl The PostOVur WIS .o aoissasvomnsosis sossas

VIII: Towards Commitment ............c.oovvvennnnnn.

IX: “Open My Heart Unto Thy Torah” ..............

X2 Boaching 00l .. cvvanvvnves sessssvs sswssavsinss s

XI: Perspective—Kelal Yisrael .......................

BB DRI TERIETINGN v sin 0ss0n e R S T S S RS O
Appendix

First Meeting of the Executive Council ..................

Executive-Council, Second Session .....................

Early Committees in National Women’s League . .........

Committees and Chairmen in Recent Years .............

National Conventions .............coiiiininenennnnnnnn.

National Women’s League Officers .....................

National Women’s League Publications .................

Toval History Nales: . s wens s hums samm s wsms Eomis

55
60



THIS

IS

OUR
HISTORY ...
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“A people’s memory is history; and as a man without a memory, so a
people without history cannot grow wiser, better.”
PERETZ

Anniversaries are a time when we stand simultaneously in the
past, present and future. It is an appropriate occasion for stock tak- -
ing, for heshbon hanefesh. Where have we come from? What were
our dreams? What roads have we taken? Who were our guides?
Where are we going now? Where have we stumbled and where can
we be justifiably proud? And what of our tomorrows, how are we
preparing to meet them, to help to shape them?

These pages record the story, the history of the National Women’s
League. We shall tell of those events and of some of the personali-
ties that were instrumental in the formation and development of
the League. Above all, we shall pay tribute to the hundreds of
thousands of Synagogue women in National Women’s League’s 800
affiliated Sisterhoods in the United States, Canada, Mexico and
Puerto Rico who, over the past fifty years, have labored unceasingly

“to serve the cause of Judaism by strengthening the bond of unity
among Jewish women; and by learning to appreciate everyth.mg
fine in Jewish life and literature, to instill the beauty of our ancient

observances in the hearts of children . . . . to cherish the ceremonies
of Sabbath and the holidays . . . . to teach their significance in-
telligently,”*®

® From a speech by Mathilde Schechter, Jan. 21, 1918, on the occasion of the
founding of National Women’s League.

\ \
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MATHILDE SCHECHTER

1918 — 1919



Mathilde Roth Schechter, founder of National Women’s League,
was born in Breslau, Germany, on December 16, 1859. Tragically
orphaned early in life (her father died suddenly, after conducting
Yom Kippur services in the home of a friend), Mathilde, the young-
est child of a large family, received her education in the Jewish
Orphan Home in Breslau.

Her superior intellect and her industry soon found recognition.
She was sent to a school for advanced students and was encouraged
to enter a teachers seminary. After passing a difficult entrance ex-
amination, young Mathilde Roth took a position in Hungary, and a
few years later, in 1885, came to England to study literature and art.

In London, she lived in the house of Doctor Michael Friedlander,
principal of Jews™ College and friend of leading Jewish writers and
intellectuals, and tutored his daughter Lucy. It was in the Jews’
College library that Mathilde Roth, looking for a book to read over
the Sabbath, met Dr. Solomon Schechter, a young Rabbinics scholar
at the College.

Their marriage took place on June 22, 1887. In 1890, Solomon
Schechter was called to Cambridge University as lecturer in Rab-
binic Literature. In the scholarly atmosphere of this old university
town, their three gifted children grew up and it was from here that
Dr. Schechter’s personality and increasing acclaim as a brilliant
scholar and teacher attracted the attention and admiration of lead-
ing American Jewish laymen and Rabbis.

Dr. Schechter was attracted by the caliber of the men from Amer-
ica whom he met in England. His decision, in 1902, to accept the
call to head The Jewish Theological Seminary of America, was mo-
tivated by his wish to live in Jewish surroundings and to strengthen
Jewish life in America.

During their first years in America, Mrs. Schechter taught in the
Columbia Religious and Industrial School for Jewish Girls, which
she founded. An ardent Zionist, she helped Henrietta Szold in the
founding of Hadassah and gave her time and strength to Zionist
activities. All this, of course, was in addition to raising their children
and making the Schechter home a meeting place for scholars and
laymen dedicated to Judaism.

Two years before his death, Professor Schechter had founded the
United Synafgotﬁue of America as a force to carry out the ideals and
principles of the Conservative Movement. After his passing, Mrs.
Schechter felt it a sacred duty to complete the task as he had con-
ceived it, and in 1918 she organized the National Women’s League.
She became its first President and guided the formulation of its
program.

In the fall of 1919, she fell desperately ill. Through sheer strength
of will she was able to emerge from her sickbed to live an active,
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though more curtailed, life for a few more years. In her weakened
physical condition, however, she did not survive a serious opera-
tion. She died on August 27, 1924.

Mathilde Schechter was more than the founder of National Wom-
en’s League. She was the architect of its program. She provided a
blueprint of service to be undertaken by women in the spheres of
the home, the Synagogue, and the community that remains valid
and basic in all the Sisterhoods affiliated with the League.

Mathilde Schechter believed in setting a personal example, in
living the Jewish life, not merely in preaching it. She was an ardent
advocate of equal rights for women. Her desire to make Synagogue

‘and home services dignified and beautiful led her to compile a
Hebrew Hymnal which she edited in collaboration with Louis M.
Isaacs.

She opened her home to all. She befriended the students at the
Seminary and inspired the gift of the Brush Dormitory in which
they live today. Under her leadership, the first Students House
was founded in New York by National Women’s League, as a cul-
tural center for all Jewish students and as a place where they could
have kosher meals.

She initiated the printing and distribution of Kiddush cards and
Friday Night Stories, thus laying the foundation for “Jewish Family
Living,” a basic educational aspect of the League.

It was Mathilde Schechter who first pressed for a personal guide
for Jewish women, a vision later translated into National Women’s
League’s publication, The Three Pillars.

Her personality provided a perfect example of that blending of
love for Jewish learning and tradition with an appreciation and
understanding of general modern culture that has distinguished all
the succeeding League Presidents, and that continues to give mean-
ing and inspiration to the organization’s work.



FANNY HOFFMAN

1919 — 1928

National Women’s League’s second President was personally
selected by Mathilde Schechter as her successor. Her choice was
enthusiastically approved by the League’s National Board.

Fanny Binswanger Hoffman belonged to a distinguished Amer-
ican family whose roots lie deep in American history. Her father,
Rabbi Isidor Binswanger, was head of the Maimonides School in
Philadelphia, the first Jewish institution of higher learning in ‘this
country. Fanny Binswanger was born in that city in 1862. As a
young woman, she knew the advantages which culture could offer.
Her own schooling in this country and in Europe, her wide travels
and her deep appreciation of the best in American Jewish life
helped prepare her for responsible leadership in her adult years.

While still a young girl, Fanny Binswanger became the first prin-
cipal of the Sunday School of the Mikveh Israel Congregation in
Philadelphia. Later she helped to found, and became the first Presi-
dent of the Philadelphia Branch of the National Council of Jewish
Women. Her chief interest lay in work with children. Pioneering in
teaching, at a period when young girls were not accustomed to leav-
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ing their homes to study or work, young Fanny Binswanger became
one of the first Jewish woman kindergarten teachers in this country.
Her love of children led her to found the Young Women’s Union
of Philadelphia, later called the Jewish Neighborhood Center.

In Philadelphia, she met and married Charles I. Hoffman, a young
lawyer. Fanny Hoffman first met Mathilde Schechter in England,
when her husband gave up the law to study for the Rabbinate in
that country. Returning to Philadelphia, as the wife of Rabbi Charles
I. Hoffman, she raised their five children in the full tradition of
Judaism, and gave them also the finest that American educational
facilities could offer.

Full-time careers as Rebbitzen, teacher and mother of five, did
not seem to be enough for Mrs. Hoffman. She was always active in
community affairs, and it was at the climax of an already long and
useful career that she became one of the founders and the first
Vice-President of National Women’s League of the United Syna-
gogue of America. From 1919 to 1928 she served as the League’s
National President. She continued to remain an active member of
the League for the rest of her life.

On Mother’s Day, May 12, 1940, at its 22nd Annual Convention
(and on her 78th birthday) Women’s League honored Mrs. Hoff-
man as the representative “Mother in Israel.”

She died on August 15, 1949.

Mrs. Hoffman’s great contribution to National Women’s League
was to carry forward and expand the work begun by Mathilde
Schechter, and to reinforce its program of Jewish education for
children. By personal example, in the practice of Judaism and in
her love for Jewish tradition, this “aristocrat of the spirit, whose in-
nate fineness expressed itself in simplicity and humility” won the
allegiance of thousands of Synagogue women to National Women’s
League’s aims and goals.



DORA SPIEGEL

Dora Spiegel, National Women’s League’s third President, like
Fanny Hoffman, had participated in the founding of National Wom-
en’s League. She was a close personal friend and ardent supporter
of Mathilde Schechter, as were all the founders of the League.

Dora Spiegel, the daughter of Rabbi and Mrs. Daniel Rosenberg,
was born in Hungary. The family emigrated to America when she
was a young girl. She married Dr. Samuel Spiegel, a New York
physician, in 1900. Her interests and her dedication are reflected in
the achievements of her lifetime. Although her marriage was not
blessed with children, she turned to avenues of activity where she
could serve Jewish children and their mothers. To prepare herself
for meaningful service to them, she returned to study, earning a
B.S. degree at Teachers College of Columbia University in 1916
and, in 1920, an M.A. with a special diploma as Advisor to Women.

She taught Bible to blind children, English to immigrant mothers,
psychology to nurses, and literature to classes at the Educational
Alliance, New York’s training school for the “Americanization” of
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the teeming thousands pouring into the Golden Land. She was a
teacher in the newly organized Sunday Schools designed to provide
at least a taste of Jewish education to the children of those who had
shed their old traditions as they left their “old world.” She was a
leader in the Zionist movement at a time when the acceptance of
America as the new Zion threatened to obliterate the admonition of
the prophets, “If I forget thee, O Jerusalem . . .”

In National Women’s League and its program she found a syn-
thesis of all her goals. Service to the League and its growing mem-
bership of affiliated Sisterhoods became her real life’s work. She
became the League’s second National Secretary, and, at the same
time, headed the New York Metropolitan Branch.

Mrs. Spiegel served as President of National Women’s League for
sixteen years, from 1928 to 1944, guiding it through the difficulties
of the depression and the war years. Failing health forced her to
step aside before the conclusion of her last term of office. She died
on February 15, 1948.

It was under Mrs. Spiegel’s direction that the League began its
Torah Fund Campaign, when National Women’s League established
‘the Seminary Dormitory and Scholarship Fund, which enabled rab-
binical students to devote their full time to study. She encouraged
the League to help create the Mathilde Schechter Scholarship Fund
and the Cyrus Adler Scholarship Fund, and the idea of building a
dgirmitory for women students began to grow during her term of
office.

Dora Spiegel rendered distinguished service in many fields; in the
organization of Sisterhoods, in education and publications that
stimulated women’s loyalty to the Synagogue and the Jewish home.
She helped found the Women’s Institute of Jewish Studies at The
Jewish Theological Seminary of America, and influenced the lives
of countless Jewish women and children.



SARAH KOPELMAN

It was difficult to take up the leadership of National Women’s
League following Mrs. Spiegel. Exceptional qualities were called
for, and Mrs. Barnett E. Kopelman possessed these qualities. A
woman filled with the spirit of the League’s founders and trained
in their school of idealism and service, she was well equipped to
meet the challenge and demands of the post-war years.

Sarah Levin Kopelman, the fourth President of National Women’s
League, was born in New York. She was graduated from the New
York Training School for Teachers in 1913 and taught in the public
schools in New York until her marriage to Dr. Max M. Fladen in
1915. After his death, in 1918, she returned to teaching and con-
tinued her education at Columbia University. In 1921 she married
Mr. Barnett E. Kopelman, a New York City attorney. Shortly there-
after she began the study of law at Brooklyn Law School of St.
Lawrence University, and in 1925 received her degree of Bachelor
of Laws (Magna cum Laude) and was admitted to the Bar of the
State of New York. Their daughter was born a few years later.

In 1924, while studying, she had been elected President of the

16



Sisterhood of Congregation Shaare Zedek, of which Dr. Elias L.
Solomon was the spiritual leader. In the New York Metropolitan
Branch of National Women’s League, Mrs. Kopelman came under
the influence of Dora Spiegel, then President of that Branch, and
of many of the League’s founders.

Ms. Kopelman became a member of the League’s National Board
in 1928. In 1935, she was appointed Chairman of the newly created
Speakers Bureau and soon initiated annual Leadership Conferences
to train and develop Sisterhood women as local and national speak-
ers and leaders, thereby linking Sisterhoods and the National or-
ganization more firmly together.

Mrs. Kopelman was elected a National Vice-President in 1941
In 1944, Mrs. Spiegel resigned for reasons of health. Because of
wartime travel restrictions there was no prospect of holding a Na-
tional Convention in the forseeable future. So Mrs. Kopelman was
elected National President by the National Board. She was re-
elected to office at the 1946 Convention in Chicago and served for
two terms thereafter. On retirement from office after six strenuous
years, she was named Honorary President of the League, the high
position she still occupies. She has continued her whole-hearted,
devoted aid and counsel, undertaking assignments and providing
exemplary leadership.

During Mrs. Kopelman’s term of office, National Woman’s
League’s influence spread to an ever-increasing number of com-
munities, and its Branches grew from 8 to 18. Under her direction,
excellent new educational material was published and distributed
to the Sisterhoods. Encouraged by her fearless spirit, the Social
Action Department was initiated, in keeping with the Jewish herit-
age of social justice. The Leadership Training Department was also
more firmly developed and began to spread its influence through-
out the country. The Bylaws were revised, to strengthen the League’s
educational program, and a strong emphasis was given to Sister-
hood study circles, the practice of religious observance, aid to the
blind and the Jewish education of college students.
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1950 — 1954



Mrs. Kopelman’s administration had carried National Women’s
League’s affiliated Sisterhoods into a new era. Her successor helped
to consolidate the new achievements and made further advances.
The fifth National Women’s League President, Marion Siner Gordon,
like Mrs. Kopelman, rose from the ranks of Sisterhood leadership.

Marion Siner Gordon received her LL.B. degree at St. Lawrence
University. While still an undergraduate student, she met and mar-
ried Dr. Emanuel Siner, a member of her home congregation, Beth
Israel of Richmond Hill, Queens. Her life as a physician’s wife and
mother of two active children was rich and full, yet she had time and
energy to spend on community work. She became President of the
Sisterhood of Congregation Beth Israel. She taught in its congrega-
tional school and organized its first Girl Scout Troop. She worked
with the Red Cross program in her community and with the New
York City League of Women Voters. She was one of the founders
of the Queens County Women’s Bar Association.

Marion Siner moved to a more intensive level of National Wom-
en’s League activity in 1939, served as President of the Metro-
politan Branch in 1946-8, and was then elected a National Vice-
President. She became the League’s National President in 1950 and
was re-elected to office in 1952. When her term of office ended, she
became National Torah Fund Chairman, serving from 1954 to 1960.

Among many innovations, she established the pattern of attend-
ing Branch Conferences whenever possible, which succeeding Pres-
idents have followed. In the expanding League activities during
her term of office, National leaders and their far-flung Sisterhood

arallel chairmen were drawn closer together, as the League’s in-

uence began to be more strongly felt in Synagogue and commu-
nity work throughout the United States and Canada. As President,
she traveled from coast to coast. Her inspiring leadership and
dynamic platform presence impressed all who heard her. She at-
tracted many women to greater devotion to Judaism, to the Syna-
gogue, and to the work of National Women’s League.

In 1957, after a long illness her beloved husband died. In 1959
Marion Siner was appointed to the staff of the New York State
Attorney General, working in the Civil Rights Department and in
1963 she married Dr. Emanuel Gordon. Marion Siner Gordon is
today an Assistant State Attorney General.



HELEN SUSSMAN




Succeeding Marion Siner Gordon was Helen Sussman, a woman
who had already made a significant impact on National Women’s
League. Mrs. Sussman brought to the Presidency her expertise as
an organizer and administrator.

A native New Englander, one of a family of ten children, Helen
Perlmutter was brought up in the orthodox Jewish tradition. The
dining room of their home in Watertown, Massachusetts, was often
used as a Synagogue. Although it involved a great deal of traveling,
five days a week, Helen Perlmutter completed the course of studies
at the Hebrew Educational Alliance in Boston. She later attended
the Pace School of Accounting. In 1935, she married Louis Sussman,
an attorney and certified public accountant. The Sussmans have a
son and a daughter.

Always active in communal affairs, Mrs. Sussman was a charter
member of the Belleville-Nutley, New Jersey Chapter of Hadassah,
its Adult Education Chairman, and a speaker for U. J. A. It was the
Sisterhood in Belleville, however, which claimed her greatest in-
terest, and in it she filled almost every chairmanship. In 1940 she
became active in the New Jersey Branch, serving as chairman of its
Conferences, Membership and Program Committees and subse-
quently as President. It was under her leadership that the Branch
reached 72 Sisterhoods, which at her suggestion were divided into
the Northern and Southern New Jersey Branches.

In 1943 she served as New Jersey’s Chairman for the 25th An-
niversary National Women’s League area convention held in Phila-
delphia. In 1944 she set up Leadership Training Courses in New
Jersey and she has continued to work with this program in various
parts of the United States and Canada. She was elected a Vice-
President of National Women’s League in 1952, and was appointed
its National Leadership Training Chairman, succeeding Mrs. S.
Joshua Kohmn.

Mrs. Sussman became President of National Women’s League at
the 1954 Convention in Cleveland and was re-elected in 1956. When
her term of office ended in 1958, she became National Chairman of
Volunteer Field Service. Subsequently she has served as Chairman of
the Branch Speakers Training program, visiting Branches through-
out the country to prepare speakers for service to Sisterhoods. She
continues to be an active member of the National Women’s League
Executive Committee and National Board.

During Mrs. Sussman’s term of office, the League added several
new publications to its list, intensified its educational programs and
set up regular orientation sessions for the Seminary’s rabbinical
students who, as future Rabbis, would be working with the Sister-
hoods. At this period too, under the direction of Mrs. Baruch I.
Treiger, a Field Work Service was instituted, encompassing all
National Women’s League Sisterhoods and Branches.
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SYD ROSSMAN




Syd Rossman, National Women’s League’s seventh President, as-
sumed the task of moving forward the complex program initiated
and expanded during her predecessors’ administrations. Like the
women before her, she had shown outstanding ability in Sisterhood,
Branch and National leadership.

Syd Scher Rossman was born on New York’s lower East Side,
second in a family of six children of Austrian-emigrant parents. An
interest in helping others was fostered early. She learned Tzedakah
in her grandmother’s and mother’s homes, where there was always
“room fgg;' one more” of the steady stream of Landsleit beckoned by
Miss Liberty’s welcoming lamp.

Her graduation from the famed Downtown Talmud Torah and
her continued studies at the Educational Alliance were the natural
result of her parents’ stress on education, religious and secular, for
all their children. Her parents’ active participation in communal
affairs and their ardent support of a Rabbinical School on the lower
East Side set the pace and the example for her life’s work.

Syd Scher first became a teacher in the New York City public
school system, and also taught English in “night schools” crowded
with new immigrants. At a Zionist Youth organization meeting, she
met, at the age of 15, the man who was to become her husband.
While he studied medicine, she completed her teacher training, and
in 1925 she became the wife of Dr. H. Herbert Rossman.

Her early interests are reflected in the various areas of her serv-
ice to the Jewish community. While raising a son and a daughter,
she gave full-hearted service to her home Synagogue, the East Mid-
wood Jewish Center, serving as its Sisterhood President. She served
as Chairman of the Greater New York Women’s Division of the
United Jewish Appeal, following which she was appointed to the
Board of Trustees of the United Jewish Appeal of Greater New
York and the National Council of the Joint Distribution Committee.
She is also a member of the Board of the Synagogue Council of
America (one of the first two women to receive this appointment)
and a member of the Board of the World Council of Synagogues. She
is an ex-officio member of the Board of Directors of The Jewish
Theological Seminary of America, serving as Associate Chairman
of its National Planning Committee.

After completing her term of office as the League’s President, she
became the first National Chairman of the Combined Campaign for
Torah Fund and the Mathilde Schechter Residence Hall.

Her place in the leadership of so many prestigious educational
and Synagogue bodies has added a further dimension to the League
and has re-emphasized its role in the education of Synagogue youth
and its ties with The Jewish Theological Seminary of America.



HELEN FRIED




The eighth President of National Women’s League, Helen Fried
was trained and equipped, as were her predecessors, through Sister-
hood, Branch and National leadership.

A native of Portchester, New York, Helen Fried has spent most
of her life as a resident of New York City’s Borough of Brooklyn.
Her grandparents’ home in the Bay Ridge area of Brooklyn was a
favorite meeting place of young Conservative Rabbis, and, for a
time, was the home of the young Rabbi Solomon Goldman. She
holds Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Secondary Education from
New York University, has taught in New York schools and public
speaking professionally. She has also been aSunday School teacher.
She is the wife of Albert Fried, a certified public accountant and
tax consultant, and the mother of two sons.

Shortly after joining the Marine Park Jewish Center Sisterhood,
as a young matron, she became its President. She served as Pres-
ident of the Brooklyn Branch of National Women’s League, later
becoming its Honorary President. She is also a member of the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Sisterhood of the Brooklyn Jewish Center.

Mrs. Fried has worked for Israel Bonds, served as UJA area
chairman and been active in local affairs.

Mrs. Fried served as the League’s National Membership Chair-
man, its Corresponding Secretary, and as a Vice-President. She has
been Arrangements Chairman for two Biennial Conventions. As a
member of the League’s Leadership Training Department, she has
travelled to many parts of the continent, and has taught hundreds
of Sisterhood women.

She is a member of the Board of the Synagogue Council of Amer-
ica and of its Commission on Jewish Family Life; and a member of
the Board of Directors of The Jewish Theological Seminary. She is
also a member of the Executive Committee of the Jewish Braille
Institute. As National President of the League, she has represented
it at national and international Jewish and communal Conferences.
She serves on the Board of the World Council of Synagogues and
is listed in Who’s Who In American Women and Who's Who In
American Jewry.

Upon completing her term of office as League President, she as-
sumed the Chairmanship of the Branch Speakers Training program.
She is one of the League’s Non-Governmental Organizations Ob-
servers at the United Nations.

Mrs. Fried had the distinction of conducting the National Wom-
en’s League’s first Convention in Israel, of participating in the
groundbreaking ceremonies for the Mathilde Schechter Residence
Hall, and of leading this, the largest synagogue women’s organiza-
tion in the world, as it embarked upon the celebration of its Jubilee
Year.
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EVELYN HENKIND
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National Women’s League stands at the threshold of its second
half century of service to Judaism with leadership in the capable
hands of its ninth President, Evelyn Henkind.

Although she was born in New York, Evelyn Henkind’s child-
hood was spent in Denver, Colorado, Atlanta, Georgia, and Wash-
ington, D.C. She studied at George Washington University in the
nation’s capital and at the City College of New York, and then
embarked upon a career in the field of office management.

While still a Washingtonian, she taught Sunday School, and when
she became a New Yorker she taught Sunday classes at Temple
Beth Elohim in the Bronx. She was an early officer in the Conserv-
ative Youth Movement, serving as Secretary of the Young Peoples
League of Temple Beth Elohim.

Mrs. Henkind became further active in both general and Jewish
community affairs soon after her marriage to Sol Henkind, a New
York businessman.

In addition to caring for their son and daughter, she has served
on the Mt. Vernon, N.Y. Board of the Federation of Jewish Philan-
thropies, has been an active U.J.A. worker for over a quarter cen-

, and was an interviewer and subsequently Executive Secretary
of a Civilian Defense Volunteer office, during World War II.

After serving as President of the Women’s Auxiliary of Congrega-
tion Emanuel of Mt. Vernon, she was elected the first President
of National Women’s League’s Westchester-Rockland Branch, later
becoming its Honorary President.

Named as a National Vice-President in 1962, she served as Pro-
gram Chairman in charge of Production for the National Biennial
Convention in 1964, as Program Chairman for the memorable 1965
Israel Convention Tour, and also assumed many other National
responsibilities. Concerned with Sisterhood education, she has au-
thored scripts and introduced many new program ideas. She has
contributed significantly to the League’s publishing projects and
served as Program Chairman of the 1966 Jubilee Convention.

Deeply committed to Judaism and Synagogue work, she brings
to the office of President that dignity, idealism and commitment
that has distinguished all National Women’s League Presidents.
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Chapter T
SETTING THE STAGE

By 1913 there were approximately three million Jews in the
United States. A few were descendants of those who had come at
the time of the country’s birth. A goodly number stemmed from the
German Jews who came to these shores in the mid-1800’s. The vast
majority, almost 2,000,000, however, had come to this country be-
tween 1881 and 1911, and were the immigrants or children of im-
migrants who had fled to safety from pogrom-ridden Eastern
Europe. They were drawn to the new land, which had just com-
pleted a century of unparalleled growth, in the hope of living and
raising their families in the invigorating climate of peace and in
the dignity and blessing of freedom.

Determined and industrious, many of these immigrants found
their opportunities for a livelihood as factory workers, employed in
making leather, cigars, metal goods and, in increasing numbers,
working in the factories and sweatshops of the clothing industries.

They gravitated to the ten largest manufacturing centers—New
York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Boston, Cleveland, St. Louis, Pittsburg,
Baltimore, Newark and Detroit. But the Jewish population was not
concentrated solely in the large cities. Already, between 1820 and
1860, “whether as peddlers or artisans, Jewish immigrants from all
parts of Europe settled in almost every one of the budding towns
which sprang into life between the Alleghenies and the Pacific . . .”®
By the first World War, more than 1200 cities and towns had popu-
lations of between 5,000 and 50,000 Jews, and in thousands of ham-
lets and villages across the land, one could find a sprinkling of
Jewish families.

®Grayzel, Jewish Publication Society, “History of the Jews.”
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New York City offered the most opportunities for artisan labor
and the utilization of the skills which these immigrants brought with
them. It provided free education for all who wanted it and a chance
to train for and engage in the liberal professions. As a result, it re-
tained the bulk of the immigrants, 1,300,000 men, women and chil-
dren, and became the largest Jewish community that had ever existed
within the confines of a single municipality.

By the early years of this century,.Thomas Jefferson’s prophetic
vision of “destinies beyond the reach of mortal eye,” had been
realized. But it had been attained at great spiritual and physical
cost to the countless men, women and children who worked in the
factories, the sweatshops, and in their homes for 16 to 18 hours a
day, including the Sabbath day, at pitifully small wages. Neverthe-
less, out of their strivings, they founded lodges (landsmanshaften),
and hundreds of congregations, hedarim and yeshivot. They estab-
lished 1600 congregations over the length and breadth of the land,
each struggling to solve the local problems of aid and to keep alive
its own brand of Yiddishkeit.

This huge mass brought with it the orthodoxy and the hassidic
traditions of the “old country.” Each group, wrote Dr. Solomon
Schechter, brought “its own idiosyncrasies and peculiarities, its own
ritual and ceremonies, its own dogmas and dogmatisms, each strug-
gling for existence and perpetuation.” Russian or Polish, Rumanian
or Hungarian, each Jewish grouping was a separate entity, with
different ethnic backgrounds and cultural patterns. Some of the
differences were understandable, perhaps unavoidable, for an indi-
vidual or a group cannot abandon an entire way of life without
severe psychic repercussions. Whatever the reasons, however, the
result was a fragmented, disorganized Jewish community.

There developed, too, a growing chasm between the immigrant
parents and their children. With so much effort and energy needed
for sheer physical survival, little attention was paid to the Jewish
education of the young and many grew up with neither a knowledge
of nor much sympathy for the “ways of their fathers.”

This cleavage, spiritual, cultural and ideological, deepened in the
powerfully assimilative atmosphere of America. The inviting permis-
siveness of undreamt of freedoms, the lure of “success” and the
problems of social assimilation and adaptation in this very “new
world” created a great deal of ferment. Added to these factors were
ideological differences between the Orthodox and Reform Move-
ments, which created yet another divisive element. ,

It was at this crucial moment in Jewish life that Dr. Solomon
Schechter was invited by The Jewish Theological Seminary to come
to America from Cambridge, England, to serve as its second Pres-
ident. In the words of his associates and the scholars of his day, Dr.
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Schechter was a “blazing comet in the intellectual sky, a sage of
heroic stature.” His influence was to have basic and lasting effects
on American Jewish life.

The Jewish Theological Seminary of America, founded in 1886,
was reorganized under the aegis of Dr. Schechter. Gathering about
him a group of enthusiastic scholars, Dr. Schechter launched a new
era of spiritual statemanship. Possessing a solid scholarship, a bril-
liant grasp and understanding of the great currents which move
humanity, and a deep interest in contemporary Jewish events, Dr.
Schechter became the guiding genius of the school of historic or
Conservative Judaism. He sought to breach the walls of isolationism
and of separatism that existed between the movements in Judaism,
and to effect an harmonious relationship between them. His influ-
ence on the religious life of English-speaking Jews extended over
two continents. He gave voice to the need to establish a national
organization of synagogues that would interpret Conservative Juda-
ism in America, and thus strengthen and enrich Jewish life as a
whole. His goal found realization when on Sunday, February 13,
1913, Dr. Schechter opened a Convention assembled at the Seminary
where delegates from twenty congregations and representatives from
the faculties of the Seminary and of Dropsie and Gratz Colleges in
Philadelphia joined with him in founding the United Synagogue of
America. Dr. Schechter was elected its first President.

The message of his historic keynote address was the cornerstone
of the new organization: “The movement inaugurated today has
America as its immediate field of work . . . but Kelal Yisrael, the
collective conscience of the entire Jewish people, for its ultimate
aim.”

In the program of action that he envisioned for the United Syna-
gogue, he also suggested that an area of its activities be assigned
to the women. He declared:

“It should be the duty of this union to make its influence felt with
regard to the religious education of women, which is sometimes so
woefully neglected in many old congregations. It is through them
that we reach the children in a country like America, where the
husbands are busy all the week. It is through them that the dietary
laws will be observed in our homes. I would even suggest that the
union assign a certain portion of its work to women, and give them
a regular share in its activities. They can become more than an
auxiliary to us: indeed helpful in many respects where as conditions
are in this country, their influence is more far reaching than that

of their husbands.”

Five years later, National Women’s League was founded, to be-
come “more than an auxiliary” to the United Synagogue of America.
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Chapter IT
“MORE THAN AN AUXILIARY”

ey

Tampa, Florida — 1917

As we review the biographical accounts and recorded beginnings
of the early American Synagogues, the devotion of Jewish women is
made indelibly clear. They were the matriarchs of their era and
they made possible untold miracles. For them the whole of living
was embodied within the teaching of Torah, Avodah, wGemilut
Hasadim, study, worship and the bestowal of loving kindness, mani-
fested in their daily lives.

They organized themselves into groups and called themselves by
many names, such as: Ladies Aid Society, Techter of Israel (today’s
Sisterhood B'nai Amoona, University City, Missouri), Sisters of
Peace (today’s Sisterhood Adath Jeshurun in Minneapolis), Jewish
Mother’s Club, Ladies Benevolent Society, Fuel & Aid Ladies Relief
Society, Jewish Branch—Red Cross Society, Cemetery Society Auxi-
liary, Hebrew Social Service, Chevra Kadisha (today’s Park Sister-
hood, Cleveland), Hebrew Ladies, Women’s Association (today’s
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Sisterhood Adath Jeshurun Women’s Association, Philadelphia),
Women’s Auxiliary (today’s Shaar Hashomayim, Montreal). It was
out of these groups that Sisterhoods developed. Sisterhood Mishkan
Tefila of Chestnut Hill, Mass., for example, stems from a Congrega-
tion founded in 1858. In 1907 the women called themselves “Frauen
Verein.” In 1920 they became the “Mother’s Club,” and shortly
thereafter, “Sisterhood.”

These women’s groups served their Congregations and their com-
munities with untiring zeal. In no Jewish community were the vic-
tims of adverse circumstances permitted to go unaided. Cherished
minute books of the League’s oldest Sisterhoods indicate that they

4 “visited the sick and the mourners,” “washed and prepared the
bodies of deceased Jewish women and contributed the materials
needed,” “met and sewed shrouds” among other charitable activities.
They decorated home and Synagogue Sukkot, and distributed gifts
to children. They “provided dowries for indigent brides and found
homes and necessities for Jewish newcomers” to the community.
They helped immigrants and established English classes for them.

Their Red Cross work won awards for the Techter of Israel during
the First World War. The present Sisterhood Congregation Habo-
nim, of Chicago, was among those which extended aid to ameliorate
the suffering of Jews in the devastated communities of Europe, and
provided financial assistance for the Jews of Palestine. Many of the
Sisterhoods worked for the war effort and were generous in their
contributions to non-sectarian relief organizations.

Many Sisterhood women had come from families which did not
concern themselves with the education of girls. Jewish literacy for
females was not considered important and the women were person-
ally and sometimes painfully aware of this lack. Few among them
had any familiarity with Hebrew, the sacred language of Torah and
Tefillah, of study and prayer. They began to realize the inevitable
effect of such continued indifference: unless boys and girls were
instructed in the values and concepts of Judaism and in the Hebrew
language, the new generation would be completely lost to Judaism.
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