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A Word of Introduction

On the occasion of its golden anniversary, the Women’s League
for Conservative Judaism — then known as the National Women’s
League — appropriately entitled its history “They Dared to Dream.”
The title correctly bespoke the commitment and determination of
the leading women of the Conservative Movement to make a reality
of their vision of a vibrant American Jewish community in which the
values of tradition would nourish the family, the community, the
national membership and in turn be nourished by them. It was
these pioneering ladies who provided the framework and the materials
that introduced countless women — and through them, their families
and friends — to the ideals of Torah, to Jewish practices, to the
Seminary and to the significance of Jewish learning and scholarship.
They dared to dream of mobilizing Jewish women across the face of
the continent in support of Torah, Israel, social causes of merit.

Today, a decade later, we may give thanks to the Almighty for a
dream that has been translated into reality and that has indeed
shaped and immeasurably enriched our Jewish environment in the
United States. The history of Women’s League is now a story of
accomplishment on the local as well as national levels that gives
promise of a continued willingness to face new challenges and take
them on.

Let me confine myself to what Women’s League has done for
Torah at the fountainhead of Jewish learning in the United States,
namely at the Seminary. Were it not for the Torah Fund, the
Seminary and the University of Judaism, its Branch on the West
Coast, could not possibly have grown as they have and conducted
the programs they do. Thanks to the Women’s League, the academic
year 1976-77 was a revolutionary one in undergraduate education
at the Seminary. The Mathilde Schechter Residence Hall, for which
so many of our revered leaders fought and worked indefatigably,
became the impressive reality which it is and thereby fulfilled the
dream of giving our students — men and women — a Jewish
environment of a quality befitting the educational standards of the
Seminary College. The Residence Hall provides more than a dwelling
place; it is, thanks to its environment, the major component of a
revitalized student community and is thus a major element in the
Jewish education the Seminary seeks to impart.

We have just recently celebrated the festival of Hanukkah, which
commemorates the victory of the Maccabees in their struggle to
revitalize the Jewish religion and Jewish nationalism. They triumphed
because they had not only a vision, but also the conviction that the
future of Judaism depended on the fulfillment of that vision. The
vast membership of Women’s League, and particularly its leadership,
has proven that it has that crucial conviction. As we congratulate you
on this milestone in your history, we are confident that you will
accept the challenge to continue to dare to dream. May God bless all
of your efforts.

Gerson D. Conen, Chancellor
The Jewish Theological
Seminary of America



EVELYN HENKIND

1966 — 1970



Evelyn Henkind, Women’s League President from 1966 to 1970,
was born in New York but spent her childhood in Denver, Col.,
Atlanta, Ga. and Washington, D.C. She studied at George Washing-
ton University and the City College of New York before embarking
on a career in office management.

She taught Sunday School in Washington and in New York City,
where she also became an early officer in the Conservative youth
movement, serving as secretary of the Young People’s League of
Temple Beth Elohim in the Bronx.

Upon her marriage to Sol Henkind, who is both a business man
and a Jewish scholar, Evelyn served on the Mt. Vernon, N. Y. Board
of the Federation of Jewish Philanthropies. She has been an active
UJA worker for over a quarter century. During World War 11, she
was executive secretary of a Civilian Defense Volunteer office.

After serving as President of the Women’s Auxiliary of Congrega-
tion Emanu-el of Mt. Vernon, she was elected President of the newly-
constituted Westchester-Rockland Branch of Women’s League, later
becoming its Honorary President. Elected to a National Vice-
presidency in 1962, she served as Program Chairman in charge of
production for the 1964 Biennial Convention, as Program Chairman
for the 1965 Israel Convention Tour, and as Program Chairman of the
1966 Jubilee Convention. Concerned with Sisterhood education, she
has written scripts, introduced new program ideas, and contributed
significantly to League publishing projects. Completing her term as
League President, she moved on to the National Chairmanship of
Torah Fund-Residence Hall.

In 1974, Evelyn received the Louis Marshall Award from The
Jewish Theological Seminary; she serves on its Executive Committee
and Board of Overseers, and on the Board of the World Council of
Synagogues.

The Henkinds are parents of a son, an attorney living in Scarsdale,
N. Y., and a daughter, a University teacher in Israel, who lives in
Jerusalem with her artist husband. Sol and Evelyn have three
grandchildren, one a sabra.



SELMA RAPAPORT

1970 - 1974



Selma Rapaport, President of Women’s League from 1970 to 1974,
has made the world her community, travelling extensively in public
service before and during her term of office.

An accomplished amateur sculptor, interested in the work of the
Jewish Museum, she was educated at the Fieldston School in New
York City and at the School of Fine Arts and Architecture of New
York University. In her home community, White Plains, N. Y., she
is a Past President of the Sisterhood of Temple Israel Center, former
Chairman of the Synagogue Adult Education Committee, Honorary
Trustee of the Center, and a member of its Ritual Committee.

Selma also is a Past President of the Westchester-Rockland Branch
of Women’s League. As a National leader, she covered broad areas,
in her role as Chairman of Cooperation and Community Service.

A member of the Board of Overseers of The Jewish Theological
Seminary of America, she received the Seminary’s National Bene-
factors Award for Community Leadership and holds honorary mem-
bership on its Board of Directors. She also serves on the Boards of
the United Synagogue of America and the World Council of
Synagogues. \

As National Chairman of the Jewish Welfare Board’s Women’s
Organizations Services, Selma represented the League and the Con-
servative Movement at overseas seminars which the Board sponsored
for families of servicemen stationed in Germany. As President of
Women’s League, she attended the first Brussels Conference held on
behalf of Soviet Jewry, and was a delegate to the Prime Minister’s
Conference held in Jerusalem. In 1973, she met with government
officials and Synagogue women of the Conservative Movement in
Israel during a trip that also included contact with Russian emigrés
en route to Israel.

While National President of Women’s League, Selma served on the
Board of Directors of the Jewish Braille Institute. She is currently
a member of both the Leadership Conference of National Jewish
Women’s Organizations and the plenum of the Synagogue Council of
America. Her newest window on the world has opened through her
designation as NGO (Non-Governmental Observer) at the United
Nations for the World Council of Synagogues.

Selma’s husband, Henry, was President of United Synagogue of
America from 1965 to 1969. He and the couple’s three married sons
are all attorneys. Their family tree is rounded out with four grand-

children.



RUTH PERRY

1974 -



As Women’s League enters its seventh decade, Ruth Perry, National
President since 1974, is completing a term of office that has brought
her to Washington, D.C. for President Jimmy Carter’s inaugural ball
and to Jerusalem, where Israel’s Prime Minister met with the Con-
ference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations.

The Valedictorian of her graduating class at Beth El Hebrew High
School in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, Ruth Perry majored in anthro-
pology at the University of Pennsylvania. She began her organiza-
tional leadership career as a member of Sigma Omega Pi sorority,
which she served as National President in 1951. Her vital interest in
education is evidenced by her service with the Philadelphia Board of
Jewish Education, the Cyrus Adler Regional High School Executive
Committee, and the Poconos Camp Ramah Commission.

Ruth has spent all of her adult years in Synagogue service, ad-
vancing to the Sisterhood Presidency at Temple Sinai in Philadelphia
in 1964. She served four terms as the only woman officer of her
Congregation and as Chairman of the combined Temple Sinai-West
Oak Lane Religious School Board. In her Women’s League Branch,
she was CEAC Vice-President. The only woman officer of the
Philadelphia Region of United Synagogue, serving from 1968 to 1972,
she is currently a member of the National Board of Directors of the
United Synagogue of America, a member of the Board of Overseers
and the Board of Directors of The Jewish Theological Seminary of
America, and a recipient of its National Benefactors Award for
Community Service.

For Women’s League, Ruth has served on the National Publicity
Committee and National Torah Fund Cabinet, edited the Jubilee
Convention Hi-Lites in 1966, held the portfolio of Jewish Family
Living, coordinated the 1972 and 1974 Conventions, and for four
years served as Coordinator of Educational Activities and a National
Vice-President.

Ruth also is the author, with her husband, Milton, of two League
publications, Kosher Cookery Unlimited and Kosher Parties Unlimited.
She has assisted, as well, in the revision of several of the League’s
holiday manuals.

Active in the League of Women Voters, Hadassah, Women’s
Technion and Wadsworth Book Review Club, Ruth was recently
elected Secretary-Treasurer of the Leadership Conference of National
Jewish Women’s Organizations and a Vice-President of the World
Council of Synagogues.

The Perrys are parents of a son in college and daughter in law
school.



The Sixth Decade

Women’s League entered its sixth decade looking forward to the
realization of many dreams, while realistically recognizing that their
achievement would bring added responsibilities. Lightning social
changes and continuing world crises rapidly brought new challenges.

Lifestyles were being reshaped by the Vietnam War, Watergate,
assassinations, soaring crime rates, ecological problems, a changing
demographic curve resulting from lower birth rates coupled with
longer life spans and, dramatically, the militant women’s liberation
movement. The threat of Quebec separatism was an additional
challenge in Canada.

For Israel, to which we are so closely linked, the pendulum swung
between hope and despair, with the bitterness of two wars in a single
decade, the horror of the massacre at the 1972 Munich Olympics, the
farcical equating of Zionism with racism at the United Nations and
the surge of new spirit resulting from the successful rescue of hostages
at Entebbe. As world dependence on Arab oil threatened to stall the
machinery for peace in the Middle East, Egyptian President Anwar
Sadat’s courageous journey to Jerusalem in November 1977 brought
new hope for momentum to achieve true shalom in international rela-
tions between Israel and her neighbors.

Women’s League has always met the challenge of change within
the framework and with the guidance of the patterns set down by its
founders. That this last difficult decade was no exception is demon-
strated by a long list of achievements, among them a new name, a new
headquarters, new Women’s Groups in Israel, expanded educational
and world affairs programs, fulfillment of a decades-long dream with
the opening of the Mathilde Schechter Residence Hall, and a new
annual high of a million and a quarter dollars for the Torah Fund-
Residence Hall campaign.

The women’s liberation movement spurred a re-examination of
women’s role in Judaism, in the context of the times. It also brought
changes in Sisterhood membership approaches in an era when women
of every age are entering or returning to the work force in large
numbers. Flexibility in meeting schedules was recommended, pro-
grams were adjusted to meet the interests of women whose horizons
had become broader through their continuing education and more
varied life experience.
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Celebrating the Jubilee

The Jubilee event celebrating the League’s fiftieth anniversary
began the decade, with the bestowal of a high honor by The Jewish
Theological Seminary of America. Dr. Louis Finkelstein, the Sem-
inary’s beloved Chancellor (now emeritus), lauded the League’s role
in preserving Jewish tradition, and, presenting a citation, raised
Women’s League’s 200,000 members to the status of “alumnae”.
Dr. Bernard Mandelbaum, President of the Seminary, added that from
its earliest beginning, the League’s program has been dedicated to the
basic needs of man and society: justice, truth, and peace.

At Jubilee Day events, held concurrently on the east and west
coasts, the League presented Sisterhood Achievement Awards to 36
affiliates, plus an additional large number of honorable mentions. The
League also paid tribute to three of its own outstanding women —
Rose Goldstein, Evelyn Garfiel Kadushin and Sadie Rose Weilerstein
—bestowing upon them the YOVEL Award, a once-in-a-half-century
acknowledgment of unusual accomplishment.

The study in which the women engaged at the Jubilee Day events
anticipated the challenge of changes to come. At two sessions in New
York, 700 members considered “The Paradox of Jeremiah” and “A
Study of Parable” from the works of S. Y. Agnon. In Los Angeles,
300 women explored “The Ethics of Our Fathers—Are They Really
Ours?”.

Immediately after the Jubilee, an intensive effort was undertaken
tc find a new home for the League, long in need of more office space
than the Seminary could make available. A capital fund, which had
been sequestered over the years, with untouched compound interest,
financed the acquisition of the present headquarters on East 74th Street.

A New Name, a New Address

Another important move was made at the Biennial Convention in
1972 when the name “National Women’s League of the United
Synagogue of America” was changed to “Women’s League for Con-
servative Judaism”, reflecting the identity and ideology of the organiza-
tion. The League now is a member in its own right of such significant
organizations as the Conference of Presidents of Major American
Jewish Organizations, The American Section of the World Jewish
Congress, the World Council of Synagogues, and the World Zionist
Organization. Women’s League is represented at 27 other national
agencies, as well. In 1976, the League’s Non-Governmental Observer
at the United Nations became the first member of a Jewish religious
organization to sit on the Executive Committee of the Council of NGO
Representatives of the United Nations Association of the United States.
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