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Dear Convention Delegate:

The Nes Hahodesh project was conceived to delight
the eye and to spark the imagination of you. the Conven-
tion Delegate so that, when you return home, you will
reinterpret the designs for your own purposes and
enjoyment.

It is said that God gave Rosh Hodesh to the women
of Israel in order to reward them for their loyalty in
the wilderness, for when others contributed their Jjewels
to make the Golden Calf, the women of Israel refused to
do so. The opening words recited when Rosh Hodesh falls
on a week-day: '"Rashay hodashim le'amkha'

"1ny% o2win *wx1" "The new moons have been given
to your people" form an acrostic (resh, het, and lamed)
and are an illusion to our Matriarch Rachel. We have,
therefore, begun our series of banners with Rosh Hodesh.
We follow with the month of Nisan, since in Bamidbar
28:16, we read "And the first of Tishri is the New Year
for counting years, but Nisan is the first of the months
according to the Torah." All dates for the holidays are
therefore reckoned in the Torah from Nisan as the first
month.

The two sets of banners (28) allow for individual
interpretation by members of each of our twenty-eight
Branches. The colors of the banners have been arranged
around the room according to the spectrum, recalling the
annual seasonal cycle of nature itself.

May these banners add color, beauty, meaning, excite-
ment, celebration, thoughtfulness and inspiration to our
Convention as they sing of the freedom in the movement of
life.

Helyn Berger
National Chairman
Creative Handicrafts

Banners with a bullet next to their name are pictured at the end of this booklet.



A banner is a recognized symbol shared by a large group
of people: family, tribe, military unit or nation. 1In
the Bible, banner is denoted by the word nes.

The nes was composed of two parts: (1) a long pole
with, (2) a symbol, the ot (sign) carved or drawn on it.
Isaiah 30:17 gives a clear description of the pole:
"...till you are left like a flagstaff on the top of the
mountain, like a signal (nes) on a hill."

The nes, with the ot on it, was positioned so that the
community to whom it belonged could see it from a
distance and gather around it. The motif drawn on the
ot was apparently related to the tradition of the
community.

During the period of Israel's wanderings in the desert,
the special design of each tribe's nes and its ot enabled
it to recognize and gather around its own standard and
unit. "The children of Israel shall camp, each with his
own standard ("diglo"), under the signs ("otot") of their
ancestral house. Bamidbar 2:2)

The term nes is also used symbolically in the Bible to
denote a sign which can be seen from a distance and

can serve as a summons, not only for a tribe or the
nations of Israel but also for the entire world. (Isaiah

5:26: "He will raise an ensign (nes) to the nations from
afar...")
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When the people of Israel went into exile, this concept
came to be the symbol for the gathering of the exiles
scattered over the face of the earth and for the redemp-
tion of Israel in general. (Jeremiah L:6: "Set up a
standard (nes) toward Zion...")

The word nes mentioned in the Prophets (Isaiah 5:26,
62:10: Jeremiah 5:6) and Psalms 60:76, is also close to
the modern "flag", standing, as it does, for a signal
raised on a high place which may flutter in the breeze.

In the Dead Sea Scrolls, one entire chapter is devoted
to the description of the otot (the customary symbols
of the entire community) which appear to have been
actual flags. These symbols were of considerable size,
and contained various inscriptions (ég_éx;_- People of
God; Nes Ayl - Pennant of God, etc.).

As we can see, then, the use of banners is well within
the tradition of Judaism. We know that our Banners of
the Month will reflect that tradition, as each color
fully and gracefully blends with the others to symbolize
the flow of month into month and season into season
throughout the year.

Since we have twenty-eight Branches and only twelve
months, and since we want all Branches to share in this
project, we have two different sets of banners for each
month, as well as two for Rosh Hodesh and one each for
the secular year and the Hebrew year.



Below are the legends which describe each of the banners
together with the names of those whose talents and agbili-

ties created them.
Rosh Hodesh Philadelphia Branch w , n

May (the New Moon) come to us and to all Israel
for good.

Birkat Hahodesh, Siddur

Design Artist: Elsa Wachs
Needle Artists: Madeline Mauze, Edith Rueger, Shirley

Tattar, Elsa Wachs, Eva Zaleznik
Rosh Hodesh Southwest Branch w 2 n

They used to light beacons...A man...went up to the
top of the hill and set them on fire.
Mishnah Rosh Hashanah, Chapter 2

Design Artist: Dorothea B. Rozen
Needle Artists: Andrea Meyers, Dorothea B. Rozen

lq
Nisan New York State Branch v

(God) brought us from slavery to freedom, from sorrow
to joy, from mourning to festivity, from darkness to great
light and from bondage to redemption.

Haggadah

Design Artist: Reeta Presant

Needle Artists: Gert Bacol,Dorothea Chazen, Dolly
Fishman, Ruth Mendelsohn, Harriet Mitgang, Ellen Safeer,
Ina Scheer
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Nisan Eastern Long Island Branch }w 3

He brought us out from there (Egypt) so that He
might bring us unto the land, and give us this land
which He promised to our forefathers.

Devarim 6:23

Design Artist: Sandy Kuskin

Needle Artists: Carole Benowitz, Gloria Cohen,
Joyce Epstein, Mimi Gurkewitz, Stella Hamlin, Harriet
Hoffman, Gloria Leeds, Harriet Montag, Myra Naseem,
Leslie Rothkopf

Iyar Metropolitan Branch i N

We count the days that pass since the preceding
Festival (Pesah) just as one who expects his most .
intimate friend on a certain day counts the days and
even the hours.

Maimonides

Design Artist: Mickey Feld
Needle Artists: Mickey Feld, Gilda Hecht, Marilyn
Lerner, Ellen Sheidlower

= 1
Iyar Northern New Jersey Branch

We are the generation which has drunk the cup of
Galut to the dregs more than most previous generations
...whose Justification can only be to serve as a bridge
between Destruction and Freedom.

Bert Katznelson, Israel, 1934

Design Artist: Roz Hollander
Needle Artists: Helyn Berger, Ruth Block, Jeanne
Eber, Blanche Meisel



Sivan Florida Branch : 1 v

All souls stood at Slnal, each acceptlng its
share in Torah.

Ma'alot HaTorah,
Abraham Ragoler

Design Artist: Gerry Mensch
Needle Artists: Shirley Mandel, Lorraine Martin,
Miriam Schorr ; : 4

Sivan Midwest Branch \ ’ v

And keep the commandments of the Lord thy God...
For the Lord thy God bringest thee to a good land...a
land of wheat and barley, of vines, figs and pomegran-
ates, a land of olive oil and of honey.
Devarim 8:6-8

Design Artist: Alice Nussbaum

Design Artists: Elaine Abramson, Ida Bach, Florence
Frank, Sadie Gavren, Sophie Gelbein, Sally Greenberg,
Phyllis Harris, Roz Hyman, Anita Kiefer, Babe Narozky,
Lena Parasol, Diane Prohofsky, Fran Rosen, Charnie
Rothstein, Elaine Rutman, Ruth Ann Schumeister, Faye
Schwartz, Anita Siegel, Bess Swartz, Fyllis Unowsky,
Bernice Weiner, Ardice Wexler

% Tammuz Ohio-Kentucky Branch , 7 1’1 n

As long as the voices of children resound with

the study of Torah, no enemy can triumph over Israel.
Berayshit Rabba 65:20

Design Artist: Betty Forchheimer

Needle Artists: Jackie Chernin, Toby Feldman,
Queenie Kunstler, Leanne Leavitt, Margo Oster, Rita
Rosskamm, Lillian Stroll



» Tammuz Connecticut Valley Branch 7 112 n

Qo

There is no catastrophe which does not contain

Sanhedrin 102a

Needle Artists: Bobbi Leven, Netza Seaver

Tehilim (Psalms) 118:17

Needle Artists: Toby Dolinka, Judy Joseph,

Comfort ye, comfort ye, My people, saith your

some particle of the golden calf.
Design Artist: Dorothy Lotstein
Av Michigan Branch
I shall not die, but live
To recount the works of the Lord.
Design Artist: Toby Dolinka
Bess Winick
¢ Av Central Branch
God.

Isaiah L40:1

Design Artist: Myrna K. Schwartz
Needle Artists: Myrna K. Schwartz, Adele

Sokolow, Clara Stearns

Elul

Brooklyn Branch

And in that day I worshipped the Lord of the

World, my Beloved; and my Beloved made His Holy
Presence dwell with me....

Targum Shir Hashirim

Design Artist: Rhona Bitner
Needle Artist: Ida Gold

7

= N

aN

Yo X



? Elul Fastern Canada Branch 5 ‘s N

It is customary during this month (Elul) to
sound the shofar daily....to move the people to
repentance. For the sound of the shofar has the
quality to stir the hearts and inspire love.

Kitzur Shulhan Arukh 128

Design Artist: Zina Herman
Needle Artist: Zina Herman

» Tishri North Shore Long Island Branch 1v n

In the book of life, blessing, peace and good
sustenance, may we be remembered and inscribed be-
fore Thee, we and all Thy people, the House of
Israel, for a happy life and for peace.

Mahzor

Design Artist: Ellen Sheidlower
Needle Artists: Gilda Hecht, Ellen Sheidlower

o Tishri Southern Branch 1w n

And ye shall taske, on the first day (of Sukkot),
the fruit of goodly trees, branches of palm trees
and boughs of thick-leaved trees and willows of the
brook; and ye shall rejoice before the Lord your God

‘ seven days.

Va'yikra 23:40

Design Artist: Joan Halushka

Needle Artists: Linda Bell, Leslie Braslawski,
Anne Greenbaum, Eileen Handler, Barabara Landau,
Faiza Solomon, Daniela Steiner, Roberta Steiner



e Heshvan Seaboard Branch }’w n

(Thus) saith the Lord: '"Because thou...hast not
withheld thy son, thine only son...I will bless thee and
«.ol will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven,
and as the sand which is upon the sea shore...."

Berayshit 22:16, 17

Design Artists: Harriet Best, Elsa Wachs
Needle Artist: Charlotte Zeidman

® Heshvan Pacific Northwest Branch }‘ w n

And God said: "This (rainbow) is the token of the
covenant which I make between Me and thee and every
living creature that is with thee, for perpetual
generations..."

Berayshit 9:12

Design Artist: Leni Taussig
Needle Artists: Maisie Myerthal, Betty Nitkin,

Joanne Rosenbaum, Dorothy Rubin, Fanny Samuels, Lynn
Simkin

¢ Kislev Western Pennsylvania Branch 15 v :

Thou didst...deliver the strong into the hands of
the weak, the many into the hands of the few, the wicked
into the hands of the just, and the arrogant into the
hands of those devoted to Thy Torah.

Al Hanisim

Design Artist: Carole Linderman
Needle Artist: Minnie Droz



e Kislev South Shore Long Island Branch ab v :

We kindle these lights to offer thanks and praise
to Thy name for Thy miracles, Thy deliverance and Thy
wonders.

Hanayrot Halalu

Design Artist: Geraldine Landgarten

Needle Artists: Elsie Babbitt, Lillian Berman,
Elaine Braun, Marion Freedman, Geraldine Landgarten,
Mildred Schoffel, Roslyn Screiber

Tevet Westchester-Rockland Branch n : v

Our hope is not yet lost, our ancient hope, to
return to the land of our fathers, to the city of David,
in which David rested.

Imber, Hatikvah

Design Artists: Francine Fierstein, Sylvia Wolff

Needle Artists: Jeanett Cagin, Beatrice Mandell,
Leah Slotnick, Ilsa Spatz

s Tevet Eastern Pennsylvania Branch n : v

The year will be fertile if Tevet be...rainy.
Talmud Ta'anit 66

Design Artist: Elsa Wachs
Needle Artist: Trudy Radbill
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» Shevat Pacific Southwest Branch U : \U

The land will belong to the people that will shade
it and cover its barrenness with trees.
Said to Theodor Herzl

Design Artist: Barbara Paster
Needle Artist: Eleanor Botney

Shevat New England Branch v : w

God said: '"Let the waters under the heaven be
gathered together into one place, and let the dry
land appear...and let the earth put forth grass,
herb yielding seed and fruit trees bearing fruit after
their kind..."And it was so...and God saw that it was
good.

Berayshit 1:9 11, 12

Design Artists: Ruth F. Ades, Wendy Garf, Marsha
Glass, Joyce Goldberg, Edie Harris, Lisa Kritz, Evelyn
Kroudvird

Needle Artists: Ruth F. Ades, Karen Grossman,
Ethel Madieros

Adar Southern New Jersey Branch 1 : x

And he (Mordecai) sent letters to all the Jews...
charging them toobserve the fourteenth and fifteenth
days of Adar...as days of feasting and merry-making, and
as an occasion for sending gifts to one another and
presents to the poor.

Megillat Esther 9:20-22
Design Artist: Rochelle Hirt

Needle Artists: Sybil Bernstein, Rhoda
Freedman, Lois Goldberg
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* Adar Ontario Branch 5 : N

A people that lives, sings.
A people that sings, lives.

Sheldon Feinberg,
Song Without Words

Design Artist: Mici Gold
Needle Artists: Sarah Eker, Linda Segal

Year Northern California Branch & 1 : V & 1

Trees grow upward; so should men. Trees, with
their green leaves and tenderly tinted blossoms, seek
the light; so should men.

Joel Blau, The Wonder of Life

Design Artist: Gladys F. Strauss
Needle Artists: Olga Burstein, Minna Fuller, Joan
Lyon, Gladys F. Strauss

Year Central New Jersey Branch & 1: w 01

May the Holy One, blessed be He, grant that (each)
month bring to us and to all His people, the House of
Israel, life and peace, joy and gladness, salvation and
comfort; and let us say, Amen.

Birkat Hahodesh

Design Artists: Janice Hymanson, Bobbie Lonsk
Needle Artist: Janice Hymanson
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Nes Hahodesh Project
Banner of the Month
presented at the
Biennial Convention
of
Women's League for Conservative Judalsm
at the

Concord Hotel - Kiamesha Lake, New York
November 16-20, 1980 Kislev 8-12, 5Tkl

National Chairman of Creative Handicrafts - Helyn Berger

National Chairman of Nes Hahodesh Project - Elsa Wachs
National Coordinator of Nes Hahodesh Project - Edith Rueger

Lining of Banners - Sybil Bernstein .
Augmenters - Shirley Tattar, Madeline Mauze
Banner Calligraphy - Anita Levine

Legend Needle Artist - Ida Gold

Booklet Design - Elsa Wachs

Booklet Cover Calligraph - Sandy Kuskin
Booklet Layout and Calligraphy - Marilyn Lerner
Legend Research - Mindell Kaplan

Sketch Artists - Harriet Hoffman, Marlyn Perry

Special thanks to - Ruth Auch, Audrey Citak, Rozlyn Hollander,
Cynthia Rozett
and to the office staff - Edya Arzt, Susan Gams, Sandra Lang
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