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Forward

Rabbi Ismar Schorsch
Chancellor, The Jewish Theological
Seminary of America

omen’s League for Conservative Judaism has chosen
to celebrate its 75th anniversary under the banner of
Isaiah’s ringing affirmation: “I am confident and unafraid.”
The rest of the verse declared the reason for the mood of
confidence: “For Yah the Lord is my strength and might.
He has been my deliverance.” No text could be more
appropriate for the occasion.

Traditionally the verse is intoned weekly at the begin-
ning of the Havdalah ceremony which brings Shabbat to
an end. The moment marks a transition filled with melan-
choly. As the tranquility of Shabbat lifts and our taste of
eternity fades, we feel again diminished and incomplete.
The imminent return of the weekday world sets to flight
a state of being induced by the transcendent quality of
Shabbat, “the loveliest of days.” Momentarily weakened,
we raise the cup of wine, face the restless flame of the
Havdalah candle, and avow our lack of fear. We re-enter
the realm of the profane fortified by the experience of the
sacred. The nearness of God will not be lost to us in the
din of the everyday.

Isaiah's proclamation of faith is an apt and eloquent
emblem of the mission of Women's League. For 75 years

now this model organization has worked to dispel
moments of collective self-doubt about the relevance
and viability of traditional Judaism in North America.
It espouses a lively sense of personal piety, addresses
issues of national and global import, and fosters a seri-
ous interest in Jewish study. To witness a morning ser-
vice at one of its national conventions is to be uplifted
by the informed and dignified fervor of its members.
The historic role of Women’s League may best be sum-
marized in the words of the midrash on the rebellious-
ness of Israel during its ordeal in the wilderness: “In
that generation the women restored what the men
destroyed.” Indeed, a number of arresting midrashim
pay tribute to the superior commitment of women to
preserve Judaism in dark times.

To that ancient chorus, | add my voice in honoring
the vital accomplishments of Women’s League. In the
perpetuation of Judaism there are no permanent victo-
ries. Each generation is called upon to do its utmost.
Your partnership with the Seminary has been a blessing
for us both and a boon for Conservative Judaism. May
you go from strength to strength.



November 1992
Heshvan 5753

Dear Friends,

“The celebration of 75 years of vision and voluntarism provides us with a unique opportunity to reflect on our
past accomplishments as well as to anticipate those yet to come. From a modest beginning in 1918, like-minded
Sisterhood women have joined together in a most notable cause-serving the many needs of their families,
and synagogues. Bound by the common desire to promote Jewish education and observance, these adventurous
women have joined hands across the continents, creating the optimal conditions to act on behalf of the greater

Jewish community.

We are delighted to present this book, marking the League’s 75th Anniversary, as a gift to you. As you read this
75 year retrospective, we hope that you will share our pride in having played a significant role in the important

achievements of our beloved organization....
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The Rabbinical Assembly . 0377 NDIJ

3080 Broadway ¢ New York, New York 10027 « (212) 678-8060 « FAX (212) 749-9166

Dear Friends,

We of the Rabbinical Assembly understand the vital role which the Women'’s
League has always played in assisting us to catry out our sacred service. ‘Where
would we be without the Sisterhoods in our synagogues to underwrite some of
our favorite projects? How many ofus turn to the educational publications of
the Women’s League as we search for appropriate material with which to guide
laypeople through the life cycle? Women'’s League has spearheaded our entire
Movement's efforts in social justice, religion and society. It has enabled so
many of our youth to attend Camp Ramah, and USY events, thus nurturing
our future generations.

As “laymen” has become “layperson”, we have been the beneficiaries of
the many spiritual skills and religious presence which the women of our
synagogues bring to all of us.

From the Rabbinical assembly to the Women’s League on this milestone,
I thank you and pray with the Psalmist: “May the loving favor of the Lord
rest on all of our efforts, and allow to flourish the sacred work which
(you) undertake.”

Sincerely,

Oyt Y

Gerald L. Zelizer
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ALAN J TICHNOR
International Prosident
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Newion Centre, MA
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Fax: 17 - 368 - 1934
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New York, NY
10010-6802

212 <533+ 7800
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June 10, 1992

Audrey Citak

Women's League for Conservative Judaism
48 East 74th Street

New York, New York 10021

Dear Audrey:

Tt is with tremendous pleasure and pride that I extend to
Women's League for ConServative Judaism our warmest
greetings and congratulations on the occasion of your
seventy-fifth anniversary. Having been privileged to
participate in your "birth," The United Synagogue takes
great delight in your continued success as a thriving and
vibrant arm of the Conservative Movement.

Your organization -- which continues to work so effectively
in serving our Conservative congregations -- f£ills a
tremendous need in the Jewish community. Not only have you
been in the forefront of efforts to provide our synagogues
with superior educational and social programming, but,
throughout your long history, you have provided invaluable
support to the fountainhead of Conservative Jewish
learning, The Jewish Theological Seminary.

Groups such as yours, which enhance the Ilives of
Conservative Jews in innumerable ways, are vital if we are
to continue passing down our rich heritage from generation
to generation. May you go from strength to strength.

With warm regards,

W{W»‘*’“Wﬂﬂw

Alan Tichnor
Iinternational President
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June 23, 1992

Women'’s League for Conservative Judaism
48 East 74th Street
New York, NY 10021

Dear Friends, &
It is with great pleasure that I write this message.

The relationship between The Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs and
the Women’s League for Conservative Judaism reflects the best of the
Conservative Movement. Our partnership is a model of cooperations and
mutual respect in the international and local arenas. Our ability to consult
with one another, offer support and advice, in my mind is unparalleled
in Jewish organizational life.

1 look forward to your upcoming convention and to our continued
working together in building a strong Conservative Movement.

Sincerely,

J. Harold Nissen, President
Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs

T 111Y ¢ L'DOR V'DOR

Enhancing our traditions of Education, Service and Faith, from Generation To Generation

Affiliated Internationally With The Conservative/Masorti Movement




Cantors Assembly
Jewish Theological Seminary of America

150 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10011  (212) 691-8020

Women’s League for Conservative Judaism
48 East 74 Street
New York, NY 10021

Dear Friends,

The officers and membership of the Cantors Assembly extend our warmest
congratulations and good wishes to the Women's League for Conservative
Judaism on the occasion of its 75th year of service and dedication to the
people Israel, to the American Jewish community and to the ideals and goals
of the Conservative Movement.,

Looking back over the past three quarters century we cannot help but
note that they have been difficult years for the entire world and particularly
critical and painful years for world Jewry. Nevertheless, your organization
has persisted, worked and continued to serve the spiritual needs of our people
through the good and bad years, offering service, financial assistance and an
enriching array of programs and activities which have helped the Movement
to survive, grow and prosper.

We know that Kol hatkhalot kashot, all beginnings are difficult, but that

the real test of an organization or an idea is hemshekh, continuity. You have
passed that test with flying colors.

We pray with you for your continued survival and success as we prepare
to enter a new century and look forward to working with you in the years
ahead to meet the ever evolving needs of our people and our Movement in
a world at peace.

Faithfully yours,

Moo &

Nathan Lam, Hazzan
President

Nathan Lam, President; Stephen J. Stein, Vice President; Abraham Lubin, Treasurer; David Propis, Secretary;
. Samuel Rusenbausm, Executive Vice President
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*decoused

A Z The Zionist Action Organization
For Conservative/Masorti Judaism

155 Fifth Avenue ¢ New York, NY 10010 {212) 533-7800 » Fax (212) 533-2601

To our good friends at Women's League, Shalonm
U'vrakha,

It is a pleasure to greet you and to wish you a hearty
Mazal Tov on this, your 75th anniversary.

In its 75 years, Women's League has educated and
inspired, encouraged and supported several generations
of Jewish women, their families and their
congregations, and indeed, their entire Movenent,
Your dedication to Jewish life and Jewish learning, to
the pursuit of excellence, and to the enrichment of
the Conservative/Masorti Movement is an example and
inspiration to all of us. Your tradition of working
closely and supportively with all arms of our Movement
are a testimony to your unconditional commitment.
Women's League and MERCAZ enjoy a warm and intimate
relationship, working to increase and enhance our
Movement's contribution to Jewish life, the world
over,

MERCAZ is honored and delighted to wish you well, as
we look forward to many many years of working together
for our people and our homeland.

Yeyasher Kokhahen,
‘/@w\uﬁ ‘ ES&‘ W

Renah L. Rabinowitz J Matthew H. Simon
Executive Director President

|
\
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AR World Council of
e or ¥ Conservative / Masorti Synagogues
Kinimiiv)al Consejo Mundial de Sinagogas Masorti
155!?1!!1,;\\:9!1&:9, g‘o% Znogk, N.Y.10010 2%9(‘}0%‘ 2295?
Tel. (212) 533-78 0.
Fax (212) 3539439 Jerusalem, Israel
June 1, 1992

Iyar 29. 5752
Mrs. Audrey Citak
President
Women's League For Conservative Judaism
48 Eat 74th Street
New York, N.Y. 10021

Dear Mrs. Citak

The World Council of Conservative/Masorti Synagogues, the international
arm of Conservative Judaism is proud to join in tribute to Women's League for
Conservative Judaism as it commences the celebration of its 75th anniversary year.
Women's League has been in the forefront of the efforts to raise the level of Jewish
commitment through Jewish education and a vast range of programs that bespeak
the ideals and values of our Jewish heritage.

The officers of the World Council join me in expressing our gratitude to
Women's League For Conservative Judaism for its ongoing, visionary support of
our efforts to bring the message of Conservative/ Masorti Judaism to Jews in Israel
and diaspora communities. You have encouraged and materially aided our
programs to train rabbis, scholars and educators who could enrich their own
communities by stimulating new Jewish commitments and assuring their spiritual
renewal.

We  trust that in the coming 75 years, Women's League will match and even
surpass its current record of superb achievement. May your efforts continue to
stimulate Jewish life in North America and help us all to sustain and nurture
Conservative/ Masorti Judaism around the world.

Sincerely

— 4
/;o/a.\,( Yl
& '
Rabbi Zachary 1. Heller

President

Rabbi Zachary I Heller Rabbi Benjamin Z. Kreitman Henry Sender
President Executive Vice Chairman Chairman of the Board
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Secretary
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DR. SAUNDRA 5. EPSTEIN
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MALKA ME-ZAHAY
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SAUL B. TROEN

DR, RICHARD WAGNER

AVI WEST

DOROTHY WEXLER
Co-Ordinaior of Regions

SHEILA C. ADLER

Presidents of Regions
RABBI HANS BODENHEIMER
Connecticut

DR. RHEA ZIRKES SCHWARTZBERG
Florida

CHARLOTTE GLASS

Chicago, Hllinols
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Massachusetts

EDWARD EDELSTEIN

New York

JUDY HOLZER

Ohier

DR, STRVEN M. BROWN
Pennsylvania

ESTHER GOLD

Canada

*Deceased

Tue, Jun 16, 1992

Dear Friends,

Women's League for Conservative Judaism has, since its inception,
always put a great emphasis on education. The concern with education has
always been two fold. First, there has always been an active program for the
education of its own members. Second, there has been an equal and continuous
support of education for others on every level. This ranges from support for the
Jewish Theological Seminary to support for our children at Camp Ramah. The
members of Women's League are at the forefront of active and lively
participation in virtually every educational endeavor of the Conservative
movement.

The Jewish Educators Assembly, the organization of professional Jewish
educators of the Conservative movement, is proud to salute the Women's
Losgue for Conservative Judaism on its 75th anniversary. May you go
”M2 nn

Warmly, i 93

Miriam Klein Shapiro
President
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September 16, 1992

Women’s League for Conservative Judaism
48 East 74th Street
New York, NY 10021

Dear Friends,

It is an honor to extend greetings to the Women’s League for Conservative
Judaism as you celebrate your 75th anniversary. When USY began 41
years ago, Women’s League members were there from the very beginning.
That close relationship has continued on every level without interruption.

Throughout North America, Women’s League members are a key
element of support for USY and Kadima programs. From scholarships
to car pools, to programmatic assistance, your members provide us with
a fine role model to follow.

It is with great pride that we take note of the many USY alumni who serve
the Women'’s League in leadership positions on the international, Branch
and local Jevels. This is our way of helping to give something back to

the organization that has given us so much.

I know that each and every USY member joins me in extending good
wishes to you as you celebrate this significant milestone. Mazal Tov.

Sincerely,

. =

Danny Schaffzin
President
United Synagogue Youth

PAST PRESIDENTS:

MAN @ ARTHUR PODELL @ ARTHUR PESCCE @ RABS: GERALD ZELITER ® ALAN KAPLAN # MARTIN DANK # RABB! JAMES LEBEAU @ DAVID LISSY @ DANKY
FEN # SICHART HOFFMAN & ALAN MINTZ @ RARB; STEPHEN GARFINKEL # DSCAR FRUCHTMAN @ FICHIE FINKELSTEIN & DAVID SCHWARTZ @ MARC

GARY @ &A‘RHY BURAOWS # JIM KAUFMAN & RICHARD MOLINE & RABRI RORERT LENNICK @ RABS! JEF SEGELMAN @ DAVID YOLEN ® JEFF SCHOENBERG # DAVID MARCU @
JEREMY J. FINGERIIAN & BRUCE GORDON @ MARK DAVIS @ RABRI SHRAGA SHERMAN @ ERIC WEINSTOCK & DAVID ISRAEL # DAVID STERN @ DAVID KAYE @ CHARLES
SAVENUH @ HLARY BUSF 8 DAVID RBIANDO @ ADAM KLIGFELD @ JOEL (EVENSON
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- Introduction

W omen’s League for Conservative Judaism begins its 75th Anniversary year facing the challenges‘born of
success and achievement. The past 75 years have absorbed the impact of brutal civil wars, Holocaust and global
upheaval, the rise and fall of Communism, massive waves of emigration, the establishment of the State of Israel,
redemption of Russian and Ethiopian Jews, and their resettlement in the sovereign State of Israel. Through it all,
members of Women'’s League have risen to every challenge with strength and vision.

In the wake of these historic events, social mores, attitudes, and behavior patterns have changed in similar
proportions. The large numbers of Eastern European immigrants arriving in the United States at the end of the
nineteenth century had barely acclimated themselves to American life before they were faced with the harsh
realities of World War I and the Depression. Holocaust survivors reached American shores to face unprecedented
growth and prosperity. And who can deny the monumental impact of the women’s liberation movement? Who
could have predicted that a woman would be ordained a rabbi in 1985?

The past 75 years have witnessed a metamorphosis of American women. As a group they have attained



higher levels of education and professionalism; they are assertive, independent and focused. Members of
Women’s League for Conservative Judaism have made significant contributions to this reality. The far-sighted
founders of the League coined the term “modern Jewish woman.” And with their vision and courage, a foundation
was laid for an independent woman’s movement whose influence would be felt worldwide.

As Women’s League looks forward to the 21st century, its leaders and members stand poised to address
new challenges in their synagogues and communities: Jewish education, intermarriage, public policy, advocacy
for the homeless, hungry and indigent. The move toward equality for women has also generated the desire to
acquire a deeper understanding of Judaism and to assume greater responsibility for transmitting it. Proof of this
phenomenon can be demonstrated in a recent assessment of the Standards for Leadership for Women’s League,
accepted by the National Board in 1992. Of the 100 nominees to the 1992-1994 National Board, 86% attend
synagogue regularly, 81% observe kashrut, 78% are currently engaged in Jewish studies, 66% observe Shabbat,

and 74% have visited Israel.



i D

The History

Women’s League for Conservative Judaism has grown significantly both in size and status from the original group

organized in 1918 by Mathilde Roth Schechter. One hundred women, many the wives of prominent rabbis and scholars

affiliated with the Jewish Theological Seminary, set forth a mission to “perpetuate traditional Judaism in their homes,

synagogues and communities; a task for American Jewish women.” When asked at the 1918 United Synagogue Con-

vention to summarize the essence of her organization, Mrs. Schechter replied, “We stand for everything Jewish and

American”. Calling themselves The Women'’s Religious Union of the United Synagogue, the early leaders began to dis-

seminate their message through publication of educational materials written in English, whose purpose was to guide

Mathilde Roth Schechter

young women through the painful process of acculturation
and Americanization. A curriculum was developed to pro-
mote better understanding of the rituals of Shabbat and
Festivals, dietary laws, and life cycle celebrations.

In her 1918 address, Mrs. Schechter reported on the
accomplishments of her fledgling organization. Acknow-
ledging that the year had been marked with “hardship
and anxiety,” she spoke of women who proudly assisted
the war effort. Members of the Women'’s Religious Union
joined with Red Cross Auxiliary in knitting and rolling
bandages, collecting funds, and providing food for
soldiers. Matzah for Jewish soldiers serving in Europe
was collected and sent via Debarkation Piers in Hoboken,
New Jersey.

In New York, the members worked towards establish-
ing a Students’ House on the campus of Columbia Uni-
versity. However, because of the progression of the war,
and at the request of the Jewish Welfare Board, the home
was quickly transformed into a Students’ Army Training
Corps. By December 1918, the women were able to re-

adapt and refurbish the building, returning it to its original






