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A CHAT ABOUT THE WOMEN'S LEAG_7U§

By Sarsh Kusey

one of the ..
ghe asked mé & question in all sincerity. Hoer gisterhood was 3
largest, best orgenized groups in Greater New York, She was P"I“d of ‘her sister
hopd and had a right to be so.

. d
"But why should one be affilieted with the Women's League of the Unite
Synegogue oryAnerlqa't" came the question. "It deesn't help us in our f:n:;:aiaing
prejects. Our Rabbi assists us in our educationel work whenever '; na:ffiliation
supports As for the thirty-five cents per capita tex that we pay for ’
we could oert.al.nly, find bettsr uee for the moneys,"

" " n " h about to change
I wonder," was my reply, "By the way," I asked, asc thoug

the subject, "iero you with the Wemen's lsague group in the Temple of Religion at

the World's Fair the dey Fannie Hurst spoke?"

"Yes indeed," wae the reply, "I wouldnit heve missed it for enything. How

did you get her? gur sisterhood tried sgein end sgain to book her but found the
price prohibitive. .

"And did you enjoy the pegeant that fellewed," I asked, "My Cowntry 'Tis."
"Wellt I should say soi" come emphaticelly.

"It wos written by one ef our own wemen, you kmow, lrs. Silverman of Hartferd,
Cennecticut," I went on, "end wes leter preduced et the Conference en Human

Relatto::u ot Willicmstown, dMass, From all over the country ceme requests for
copies. ‘

"Indeed? Quite s feother in the cap of the Women's Lesgue." A boek on the
toble caught her eye, .

“Oh, you have the K'tonton Stories," she said, "I hui'd about them frem a
friend of mine who bought & copy at Macy's or Wemrath's." She took the beok in her

hond. "Whyl Rublished by the Wemen's lecsgue of the United Synagogue ?" she nsked
in cstonishment,

"Of courso," I mid, "didn't yeu know that? I heve heerd it mentioned by a
Jewish educctor s one of the finest Jewish stery books for young children thet lns
ever buen publisheds The auther, Mrs, HWeilerstein, is ome of our own women. Hor
K'tonton atorics heve met with such scolaim thet the Jewish Fublication Soolety of
daorice hos esked her to write for it & book of children's stories in ¢ voein similar
to the K'tonton tales, "K'tenton" end other publicetions of ours heve served mere
thon one orgonisotion outeide of the Lesgue." I walked to the bookease end brought
bock e fow booka, “Modern Problems of Jewish Ferents,” “"he T™hree Pillors,”

The Heondbook for Jewish Women's Orgenizetions,” aond briefly doscribed tho'eont.onu.
“The stesdy scle of those beoks testifies to thelr need, " .
:::. uc;. in hundredes of hemes throughout the land wes elso m.-itt:. b,me;: f}liﬁ:'m

n, Deberch Melecmed of Eliszcteth, N. J. It hce been preslaimed by no leees on



outhority then Dr. Louis Finkclstoin of the Jewish Theological Seminory of America,
as the bost book prepared on that subjects Then we hove the "Fridey Night Storics,”
Praoyer Cards, cte. Wait while I show you some more publicctionso"
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I brought to her attention one of cmr proudest productions, "The Jewish Home

gcautiful.“ She opcned it, glimpsod through it, peuséd and pondered over certein
items, thon burst forth onthusicstiocally:

"Oh, I nust heve thiast Songs, decorations, festive dishes, all thc nany things
that make.up t§e YQm Tov apirit in the home. The prayers, the melodics by which
each festival is distinguished, everything seens to be hore,"

"I am zled you like ite. The authors, ifrs. Simon Greenberg and Mrs. Morris

Silverman did a fine end necessary job in bringing out the sesthetic elements in
which Judaism abounds and liaking them up with home and femily ties."

"Linking them up with home and femily ties," my visitor repeated softly, then,
after a moment's pause, "I see why Judaism survived,

"Yes," I answered, "that is why we emphasize the religious coremonies of the
home ari don't lay our stress on sisterhood and synagogue worke And here is some-
thing else to stimulate religious sentiment and observance in the Jewish home."

Out came records of Jewish :ielodics. While they were being played, onc after the
other, I mentioned Jewish schools, Homes for the Aged and other Jewish institutions
in remote placoes to which they have proved a godsend. ;

"Wonderfull" my friend cjaculated. "But where can we get all this material?
Why don't we sce-nore of it? Why don't we have it at our meetings to shew the
membors?"' She was getting warned upe

"Why, indced," I cchoed., "Hany of our sisterhoods have our literature on
display at cvery meeting, in charge of a local chairman on Women's League activitiess
This is going on ell wver the country, women buying literature which no single
sisterhood, yours or one twicc as largs,could cfford singly, to print. Only ¢
nationcl body can do thate Then there is the "Outlook", the mogezine we issue
querterly, of which Mrs. Israel Davidson is editor-in-chief. It conteins crticles
which are read et many eisterhood mectings, Brench reports, from “rich onc may gauge
the verifold activities our groups are engaged in all over the country."

"I didn't lmow the Now York Branch has cctivities all over thc country," ny
friend intorrupted with a puzzled looke

"Of course it hasn't," T cndgwércd rather inpatiently. "We have branches all
over the country, of which the Grester New York, or Metropolitan Brench, is only one,
And by the wey, thc Women's Institute of Jewish Studies at the Jecwish Theological
Seninory under the auepices of Hadasseh, Ivrioh, The Council of Jewish Women and the
Women's League of the Unitcd Synagoguc, was started by thé Metropoliten Branch of
tho Women's Leaguc."

"Yos, I lmow that," Was tho rcplys "The Cheirmen of our Education Comnitteco
hos takon some of thc courscs therc and now she is directing o sisterhood study
OOllréool‘ .



/
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"Then you have profited by the Women's League,"” I answered quickly.

"yos," with o smile, “IiSupBSEetwe have. i group of us, by the way, expects

to be prcsent at the large Hanukkah luncheon. They like to got together with o
large nass of other synagogue women,

It mokes one fecl less provincial than being
just linkod up with one's own sisterhood."

"Ah, now you are saying something,"'l answered, "And if you came to national
conventione, you would meet women from Dallas, Minneapolis, Cleveland and Dsnver,
Richmond, Boston and Canada, a picturesque gathering from north and south, east
and west, of earnest, synagogue-minded Jewish women who bring with them the fresh-
ness of new ideas from which even your sisterhood could profit. Had you attended
our National Convention at Detroit you would heve hod the pleasure .of hearing Mrs.
Eleanor Roosevelt speak. "

From Branch reports you would have lecrned of the Student
Houses in Fhiladelphic, the educational courses in New Jersey snd the Seminary Teas

there that hove netted a large sum for our grest rabbinical institution.

"Seminary Teas?" inquiringly.

"Yes, so that our National Projedt, the raising of funds to help support the
Jewish Thcological Scminary of America,may be cerried out in the spirit of socia-
bility and cooperation, So in New Jersey, a half dozen neighborhood sisterhoods
arrange & joint tea, charge a nominal admission fee and invite an outstanding

spoaker who expounds the nceds and aschievoments of the Seminary. Then the sister-

hoods contribute their donations, :liony of our sisterhoods raise their funds in a

like manncr, Through joint effort, the sums reised through the National Project

of Women's League hoave shown o phenomenal annual increansce The scholarships, ono
in memory of Dr. Cyrus Adler, the rocently dcceased President of the Jewish
Theological Scminary of Amcrica and the other in mcmory of frse Mathilde Schechtor,
Founder of thc ¥Women's League, wore cstaklished scveral years ugde Thesc scholar-
ships we hope to continuc, ond at the scae time strive to raise much larger sums
for the Seminary. #®e¢ have now added another scholarship in honor of Mrs. Dora R,
Spiegel, Honorary Presidont of the Nntional Women's Leaguc,

"Evcntuclly we noy be able to add 2 Synbgogue"to the Seminary buildings. We
are now giving scrious thought to suoh & projecte

"Do you know," I nddecd, "that yeers ego in & joint campaign with the United
Synagoguc, for thc crcction of o Synagoguo and Center in Jerusalem, thc Women's
League roised over $25,000? It helped to buy the ground on which the Yoshurun
Synagoguc (for which large sums were olso collceted in Jerusalem) now stends."

I pouscds Wy visitor throw up her haondse

e "I yieldi" she ¢cxclained, "and marvel at my own ignorence, my lack of imagina-
ONe

Joint offort! Notional Project! You hove used terms I nover attributed to
the Women's Lecgue.

I camc to a meoting at which they were discussing the raising
of ?tos to the Netional Women's League, from twenty conts to thirty-five cents per
copite,

o Our penkere ginply couldn't scc what wo got out of the Womon's Leaguc.
tit ==yeU hove put ne on o new tracke Would you say that the Women's League is
¢ Women's Brangh of tno Seninary?"
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W H s

r;zddzgozts:hze:;%gc:e ogriEIVGS, yet, we arc the women's group that is most
conce arc o € Seninsa 3 a ied
py Seminary Robbis, rys Our synagogué pulpits are occupi®

Qur rcligious schools are directcd by Semina rs;

. i : d by oSen ry teachers; our
edult c?aiatlonal classcs ars led by Rebbis who are trana;itting to Women's Loague
geeupsas throggh the land, the wisdom and the inspiration that the Jewish
Theological Seninary of America imparted to these Rabbis.

! i We are thcrefore the
Women's. group to which the Seminary hes a right to appeal for aid."

", 2 :
ind we can only do something really worthwhile for Judaism in a lerge Scnso,
if wc pool our strength' my guest added.

Only by pooling our strength,” by mecting ond working with other groups 1ike
ourselves con our full powcrs manifest themselves and provide the spiritual moralo
we so urgently nced." I continueds "But why don't you come to our noxt convention
ond see for yourselves what the League is doing?

You would hesr what has hcen dong
in Toronto, Canada, how sisterhoods have been unifie

d through the Chicago Branch, of
tho onthusiasm with which the Mid-West Branch orgenized, Read at your neetings

extrocts fron Branch News as presented in the tOutlook! . Pittsburgh, Eastern

Pennsylvanic heve oll done good work, Ist your menbers know what other sisterho?ds
arc doing so =8 to svoid that smug self-complacency that must ultimatoly result in
stultification. And if you have something to give to others as you undoubtedly

hove, lot the office know obout it so that other groups moy benefit through your
talentse"

"p matter of give and take," my friend interposede.

"Bxcetly," I onswered, " not cven the largest sisterhood in Americe can afford
to remoin an entity by itsclf and nothing moree

How do you like tho Current Jewish
Events you rcceive through thc Loague, prepared by MrSe

Leon S, Lang of Fhiladelphia,
Pﬂo" U

"§hy, I ncver hecrd of them." she rcplied, 'You mean you do not have onc of
your Qwn nembers present the current Jewish News?" I qugstionedc

"No, we heve such a full progran that thcre is no time for then."

"But the Hondbook lists Curront Jowish Events in every onc of its monthly
prograns," and I turncd the pagos of the Hondbooke ’
"But I have never scen this book beforc, nover hcard of its existenceo

Prayers
for meetings," she nused, "prograns, suggestions for sistcrhood activitics, a
bibliography, thenes for study circlog.

time, I'll buy this copy right now,

No, I am seeing the Handbook for the first
the nose of our president."

(you can get another) and stick it right under
Therc was indignation in her voice, .

"And take this, too," I said, handing her my own copy of Curront Jewls

h Bvont s
"read it, then show it to your president. Ask what she does with the co 'aitv 3
roceives from the office to be read at meetings,-not to adorn waste baskeyse

“"MTis copy will certainly be rend at tomorrow's mecting cven if somo th
has to be onitted," she answered warnlye.

olae
: "I em beginning to see what wo cbﬁhghin
from membership in & netional orgenization like the Lecgue."
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"Whet you can gain, a large sisterhood with all the cmtacts and advantegsce
of Greatsr New York to draw onl

Have you thought sbout the hundreds, perhaps
thousands of localities throughout this great land that contatn from thirty to &

hundred Jewish fomilies each. Where shall they go for inepiration, for encourage=
ment? Letters come to the office by the scoreb, asking for materigl for children
and how and where they can get the talent for an evening of Jowish music; how they
should arrenge a Jewish art meeting; an Oneg Shabbot; a symposium on peace, etce

A twelve year old boy from somevhere in North Csrolina, where there ore ten Jewish
children between the ages of ten and fiftean,wants to know how to orgenize a clube
We pronmptly turn over the letter to Young Judeea,which contacts the youthful groupe

4 Christion ninister in New Orleens wents information obout outstanding Jewish
wonen. We send him papers and refer him to certain books.”

"Requests for material are daily met and fresh material is constantly being
preparcd, Mrs. Jesse Bienenfeld, our former National Choirman, prepared a fine
course of lecturcs on Sistcrhood Leadership, a pamphlet that overy sisterhood should
hove in its files. Notionsl peoce organizations, philenthropic groups, cultural
organizctions, roquest the League to become a constituent parte hen Mrse Sanuel
Spicgel was invited to a Ten at the White Houso in the interests of some phese of
national welfarz work, it was not only because of hor charming personality, but
beecause ot that time shc wes the National President of thc Women's lLeague, o large,

fedorated bend of synogoguc women influential in Anerican life. Through the

Leaguc your sistcrhood is represented on nany an inportant national organization.
Did you know that?"

My visitor had listenod wide-eyed end now took a long breath.

2 "No, indecd," she soid humbly, "you have taken all thc sclf-sufficiency out of
mCoe .

“"gon any Jew remain sufficient unto himself in days like theso when the entire
problom of Jewish survival is at stake?' I went one "We nust gother nll the forces
of the synagoguc into a closer union if the spiritucl ideals of Judsism cre to
survive., dJowish living ond thinking must be clerified threugh c¢ducations Your
sisterhood has all it ecn do to strengthon the congregation and meke Judeisn
cffective crmong its mombers. Consciocus of the power thot cames through union
awarc of the limitections of any single group, we have formed a national organii'
zation with intcrlacing branchecs into which evéry sisterhood can pour some strength
and from which it may draw tho abundence that only joint effort can provide. 2

The Women's League of the Unitod Synajieguc supplies its groups with
D B -
literature, pepors, helpful contacts end discussions, the con%trugtivc udvgzgk:;:é

conos from wide contacts. The lecst that the sisterhoods can do is to provide the

fucl that keeps the League's vital onergics alive, the thirt
: -five
tax thot comes through affilintions Rother cheup,at thate BB R T Der Scpltn

Don't you think so?"
n
Yes indeed," said my fricnd, rising to goe "Thanks for all you have told nic,"

e Ru b S



