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Chapter 9: Mishnah 1 

הָרוֹאֶה מָקוֹם שֶׁנַּעֲשׂוּ בוֹ נִסִּים לְיִשְׂרָאֵל, 
אוֹמֵר בָּרוּךְ שֶׁעָשָׂה נִסִּים לַאֲבוֹתֵינוּ 
בַּמָּקוֹם הַזֶּה. מָקוֹם שֶׁנֶּעֶקְרָה מִמֶּנּוּ 

עֲבוֹדָה זָרָה, אוֹמֵר בָּרוּךְ שֶׁעָקַר עֲבוֹדָה 
 זָרָה מֵאַרְצֵנוּ
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One who sees a place where 
miracles were done for Israel should 
say, “Blessed [is God] who did 
miracles for our ancestors in this 
place.” [If one sees] a place that had 
idol worship uprooted from it, say, 
“Blessed [is God] who uprooted idol 
worship from our land.” 



Chapter 9: Mishnah 2 
עַל הַזִּיקִין, וְעַל הַזְּוָעוֹת, וְעַל הַבְּרָקִים, 

וְעַל הָרְעָמִים, וְעַל הָרוּחוֹת, אוֹמֵר בָּרוּךְ 
שֶׁכֹּחוֹ וּגְבוּרָתוֹ מָלֵא עוֹלָם. עַל הֶהָרִים, 

וְעַל הַגְּבָעוֹת, וְעַל הַיַּמִּים, וְעַל הַנְּהָרוֹת, 
וְעַל הַמִּדְבָּרוֹת, אוֹמֵר בָּרוּךְ עוֹשֵׂה מַעֲשֵׂה 
בְרֵאשִׁית. רַבִּי יְהוּדָה אוֹמֵר, הָרוֹאֶה אֶת 
הַיָּם הַגָּדוֹל אוֹמֵר בָּרוּךְ שֶׁעָשָׂה אֶת הַיָּם 
הַגָּדוֹל, בִּזְמַן שֶׁרוֹאֶה אוֹתוֹ לִפְרָקִים. עַל 
הַגְּשָׁמִים וְעַל הַבְּשׂוֹרוֹת הַטּוֹבוֹת אוֹמֵר 

בָּרוּךְ הַטּוֹב וְהַמֵּטִיב, וְעַל שְׁמוּעוֹת רָעוֹת 
 3 אוֹמֵר בָּרוּךְ דַּיַּן הָאֱמֶת

On comets, and on earthquakes, and on lightning 
and on thunder, and on storms say, “Blessed [be 
God] whose strength and might fill the world.” On 
mountains, and on hills, and on seas, and on 
rivers, and on deserts say, “Blessed [is God] who 
makes the works of the beginning.” R’ Yehuda 
says, “One who sees the great sea says, 
‘Blessed [is God] who made the great sea,’ only if 
s/he sees it occasionally.” On rain and on good 
news say, “Blessed is God who is good and does 
good.” And on bad news say, “Blessed [are You] 
the true judge.” 



Chapter 9: Mishnah 3 
בָּנָה בַיִת חָדָשׁ, וְקָנָה כֵלִים חֲדָשִׁים, 

אוֹמֵר בָּרוּךְ שֶׁהֶחֱיָנוּ. מְבָרֵךְ עַל 
הָרָעָה מֵעֵין הַטּוֹבָה, וְעַל הַטּוֹבָה 

מֵעֵין הָרָעָה. הַצּוֹעֵק לְשֶׁעָבַר, הֲרֵי 
זוֹ תְּפִלַּת שָׁוְא. כֵּיצַד. הָיְתָה אִשְׁתּוֹ 

מְעֻבֶּרֶת, וְאָמַר, יְהִי רָצוֹן שֶׁתֵּלֵד 
אִשְׁתִּי זָכָר, הֲרֵי זוֹ תְּפִלַּת שָׁוְא. 
הָיָה בָא בַדֶּרֶךְ וְשָׁמַע קוֹל צְוָחָה 

בָּעִיר, וְאָמַר יְהִי רָצוֹן שֶׁלֹּא יִהְיוּ אֵלּוּ 
 בְּנֵי בֵיתִי, הֲרֵי זוֹ תְּפִלַּת שָׁוְא
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When one builds a new house, and acquires new 
vessels, s/he says, “Blessed [is God] that kept us 
alive [and sustained us and brought us to this time].” 
Bless upon the bad which contains good, and upon 
the good which contains bad. S/He who prays over 
what has already happened, this prayer is in vain. 
How? If his wife (or she herself, or her partner) was 
pregnant and s/he said, “May it be your will that my 
wife (me/my partner) give birth to a specific gendered 
child," this prayer is in vain. If s/he was coming on the 
way and heard the sound of screaming in the city, and 
s/he said, “May it be your will that these are not the 
children of my house," this is a prayer in vain. 



Chapter 9: Mishnah 4 
הַנִּכְנָס לִכְרַךְ מִתְפַּלֵּל שְׁתַּיִם, אַחַת 
בִּכְנִיסָתוֹ וְאַחַת בִּיצִיאָתוֹ. בֶּן עַזַּאי 

אוֹמֵר, אַרְבַּע, שְׁתַּיִם בִּכְנִיסָתוֹ 
וּשְׁתַּיִם בִּיצִיאָתוֹ, וְנוֹתֵן הוֹדָאָה 
 לְשֶׁעָבַר, וְצוֹעֵק לֶעָתִיד לָבֹא
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One who enters a large city 
should pray twice, once on his/her 
entrance and once on his/her exit. 
Ben Azzai said, “Four; twice on 
his/her entrance and twice on his/
her exit, and [s/he should] give 
thanks for what is past and 
supplicate for the future."  



Chapter 9: Mishnah 5 (Hebrew) 
חַיָּב אָדָם לְבָרֵךְ עַל הָרָעָה כְּשֵׁם שֶׁהוּא מְבָרֵךְ עַל הַטּוֹבָה, שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר )דברים ו( וְאָהַבְתָּ אֵת יְיָ אֱלֹהֶיךָ 

בְּכָל לְבָבְךָ וּבְכָל נַפְשְׁךָ וּבְכָל מְאֹדֶךָ. בְּכָל לְבָבְךָ, בִּשְׁנֵי יְצָרֶיךָ, בְּיֵצֶר טוֹב וּבְיֵצֶר רָע. וּבְכָל נַפְשְׁךָ, אֲפִלּוּ 
הוּא נוֹטֵל אֶת נַפְשֶׁךָ. וּבְכָל מְאֹדֶךָ, בְּכָל מָמוֹנֶךָ. דָּבָר אַחֵר בְּכָל מְאֹדֶךָ, בְּכָל מִדָּה וּמִדָּה שֶׁהוּא מוֹדֵד 

לְךָ הֱוֵי מוֹדֶה לוֹ בִּמְאֹד מְאֹד. לֹא יָקֵל אָדָם אֶת רֹאשׁוֹ כְּנֶגֶד שַׁעַר הַמִּזְרָח, שֶׁהוּא מְכֻוָּן כְּנֶגֶד בֵּית קָדְשֵׁי 
הַקָּדָשִׁים. לֹא יִכָּנֵס לְהַר הַבַּיִת בְּמַקְלוֹ, וּבְמִנְעָלוֹ, וּבְפֻנְדָּתוֹ, וּבְאָבָק שֶׁעַל רַגְלָיו, וְלֹא יַעֲשֶׂנּוּ קַפַּנְדַּרְיָא, 

וּרְקִיקָה מִקַּל וָחֹמֶר. כָּל חוֹתְמֵי בְרָכוֹת שֶׁהָיוּ בַמִּקְדָּשׁ, הָיוּ אוֹמְרִים מִן הָעוֹלָם. מִשֶּׁקִּלְקְלוּ הַמִּינִין, 
וְאָמְרוּ, אֵין עוֹלָם אֶלָּא אֶחָד, הִתְקִינוּ שֶׁיְּהוּ אוֹמְרִים, מִן הָעוֹלָם וְעַד הָעוֹלָם. וְהִתְקִינוּ, שֶׁיְּהֵא אָדָם 

שׁוֹאֵל אֶת שְׁלוֹם חֲבֵרוֹ בַּשֵּׁם, שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר )רות ב( וְהִנֵּה בֹעַז בָּא מִבֵּית לֶחֶם, וַיֹּאמֶר לַקּוֹצְרִים יְיָ עִמָּכֶם, 
וַיֹּאמְרוּ לוֹ, יְבָרֶכְךָ יְיָ. וְאוֹמֵר )שופטים ו( יְיָ עִמְּךָ גִּבּוֹר הֶחָיִל. וְאוֹמֵר )משלי כג( אַל תָּבוּז כִּי זָקְנָה 

אִמֶּךָ. וְאוֹמֵר )תהלים קיט( עֵת לַעֲשׂוֹת לַייָ הֵפֵרוּ תוֹרָתֶךָ. רַבִּי נָתָן אוֹמֵר, הֵפֵרוּ תוֹרָתֶךָ עֵת לַעֲשׂוֹת 
 לַייָ
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Chapter 9: Mishnah 5 (English) 
A person is obligated to bless upon the bad just as s/he blesses upon the good. As it says, “And you shall love the 
Lord your God, with all your heart and all your soul and with all that you have.” (Deut. 6:5) “With all your heart” – with 
your two inclinations, with the inclination of good and the inclination of evil. “And in all your soul” – even if God takes 
your soul. “And with all that you have” – with all your money. Alternatively, “With all that you have” – with every 
measure that is measured for you thank God very much. One must not be light with one’s head [frivolous] near the 
eastern gate, for it is near the foundation of the house of the Holy of Holies. One may not enter the Holy Mount with 
his/her staff, or with his/her sandal, or with his/her beltpouch, or with dust on his/her feet, and may not make it a 
shortcut, and spitting is forbidden, as deduced from [the principle of] lesser to greater. All that ended the blessings 
when they were in the Temple would say, “From the world.” When the heretics corrupted [matters] and said, “there is 
no world but this one,” they [the Sages] corrected this so that they should say, “From the world and until the [next] 
world.” And they corrected this, that one shall inquire after the peace of his/her friend with the Name [of God], as it 
says, “And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem and said to the harvesters, ‘God be with you’, and they said to him, 
‘God bless you.’” (Ruth 2:4) And it says, “God is with you, great and valorous one.” (Judges 6:12) And it says, “Do not 
scorn, because your mother is old.” (Proverbs 23:22) And it says, “It is time to do for God, they have broken your 
Torah.” (Psalms 119:126) Rabbi Nathan says, “'They nullified your Torah' – because it is time to do for God.” 
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Hadran Alakh 
Rabbi Aviva Funke 

Today we mark a moment  
When our learning seems complete 
We’ve parsed it out, and talked about 
What all these texts can mean 

But anyone who’s come to learn  
Will hear it from the sages 
The first time through can only be 
What’s written on the pages  

Hadran Alakh,   
to you we will return  
Hadran alakh,  
to all that we have learned  

Underneath what’s written 
Is a hidden magic world 
Of wisdom, like a lotus flower  
Yearning to unfurl 

A secret life of layers 
Are buried in these books 
The only way we’ll find them  
Is to take another look 

Hadran Alakh,    
to you we will return  
Hadran alakh,  
to all that we have learned 

Let’s learn it again, and again, and 
again,  
Turn it again and again and again  

It would take a lifetime 
And the next two, three or four 
To answer all the questions 
That’s what we’re learning for 

Even though this moment 
Marks a time we feel complete 
Please know these texts are 
saying 
Please come back to me! 

Hadran Alakh,  
to you we will return  
Hadran alakh,   
to all that we have learned  

Let’s learn it again, and again, 
and again,  
Turn it again and again and again 

Hadran Alakh,    
to you we will return  
Hadran alakh,   
to all that we have learned 
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Chapter 1: Rabbi Gail Labovitz  

Rabbi Gail Labovitz is Professor of Rabbinic 
Literature and former Chair of the Department of 

Rabbinics for the Ziegler School of Rabbinic 
Studies.  
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“ One new thing that I see in the opening of 
Berachot that has been really on my mind since 
the onset of the Covid 19 crisis and stay at home 
orders is the value of having structure in our days 
and in our lives. Having the chance to teach a 
class twice a week for the past two months, for 
example, helped give me the structure to resume 
and complete other work knew needed to get 
done. Knowing I will say Shema every morning 
and every evening, that there are set blessings 
that accompany them and that there are set hours 
of the day at which they must be said has been a 
part of my life for a long time, but now I appreciate 
more than ever what that consistency can provide 
for all of us emotionally and spiritually at a time 
when we so desperately need it.” 



Chapter 2: Rabbi Cheryl Peretz  

Since 2001, Rabbi Cheryl Peretz has served as one 
of the deans of the Ziegler School of Rabbinic 
Studies, teaching, counseling, advising and 

programming. 
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“Kavannah (directing one’s intention) is a key 
component of Jewish prayer, and especially of the 
recitation of the Shema. Directing one’s intention 
doesn’t always mean having some sort of epiphanal 
moment of existential meaning.  It can translate into 
saying the words and pronouncing them; it can 
mean understanding their meaning; or, it can mean 
gaining some new experience, insight or meaning.  
For that reason, the rabbis have always asked us 
for full concentration in saying the Shema.  And, 
there has always been recognition that sometimes 
the distractions around us make that difficult. “ 



Chapter 3: Rabbi Pamela Barmash  

Rabbi Pamela Barmash, Ph.D., has served on the 
Committee on Jewish Law and Standards of the 

Rabbinical Assembly since 2003 and on the Joint 
Beit Din of the Conservative Movement since 2008. 

Rabbi Barmash is professor of Hebrew Bible at 
Washington University in St. Louis and has served 

as director of Jewish, Islamic and Near Eastern 
Studies  11 

“I find it spiritually fulfilling to 
repeatedly study the mitzvah of 
reciting the Shema because we are 
urged to love God, a way of relating to 
God that brings God into the daily 
routines of my life.” 



Chapter 4: Rabbi Ellen S. Wolintz-Fields 

Rabbi Ellen S. Wolintz-Fields proudly serves as the 
first rabbi in the position of Executive Director of 

Women’s League for Conservative Judaism, a role 
she dreamed of holding.  
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“I suggest we all return to Berakhot, 
chapter 4, Mishnah 2, where R. 
Nechania ben Hianah is said to have 
recited a short prayer when he entered 
and exited the House of Study. Let us 
all take this practice to heart - and 
create our own creative prayer before 
and after our prayer services, 
especially our virtual services. How 
can we develop our own personal 
practice to not be mechanical?”  



Chapter 5: Rabbi Chaya Rowen- Baker 

 Rabbi Chaya Rowen-Baker has been serving as the 
rabbi of Kehillat Ramot-Zion in French Hill, 

Jerusalem. 
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“Thank you for the privilege of learning with 
you from so far away.  Back when we were 
Zoom novices...our Zoom connection was 
lost for a large part of our session so there 
is much to return to :) 
I look forward to learning again about the 
power of the shaliach/shlichat tzibbur and 
the significance of their kavanah; how it 
might be life-changing, what an enormous 
responsibility it is, and how humbling it is 
to realize we cannot always control it, much 
as we would want.” 



Chapter 6: Rabbi Pamela Barmash  

Rabbi Pamela Barmash, Ph.D., has served on the 
Committee on Jewish Law and Standards of the 

Rabbinical Assembly since 2003 and on the Joint 
Beit Din of the Conservative Movement since 2008. 

Rabbi Barmash is professor of Hebrew Bible at 
Washington University in St. Louis and has served 

as director of Jewish, Islamic and Near Eastern 
Studies  14 

“I study the berakhot for food because 
it makes me more aware of the 
importance of gratitude and how 
amazing it is that when I plant a seed 
for a radish or a tomato or another 
plant, that seed amazingly grows into 
that plant and not another.” 



Chapter 7: Rabbi Gesa S. Ederberg 

Rabbi Gesa S. Ederberg’s serves as the Rabbi at 
Oranienburger Strasse Synagogue, the first woman 

rabbi to serve in Berlin since the Holocaust. 
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“It was wonderful studying with you, 
connecting from far away and to feel 
the shared community. From our joint 
studying I take the questions about 
being inclusive or exclusive: Who is 
welcome at our table(s), and who does 
count for what – exploring further 
halakhic and sociological answers.” 



Chapter 8: Rabbi Amy Levin 

Rabbi Amy Levin, the second woman ordained by 
the Schechter Rabbinical Seminary of the Masorti 

Movement. In the summer of 2016 and lives on 
Kibbutz Hanaton. From there, she has established 
Tzibur Strategies for Vital Congregations and Their 

Leadership.(www.tziburstrategies.net)  16 

“Hadran Alakh Chapter 8 of Mishnah Berakhot:  In 
our chapter (which focussed on disputes between 
Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai on matters 
concerning a meal ... what gets blessed first or 
second ....) it seems that each "house" was 
determined to say the opposite of the other. 
Really? They couldn't agree on one single point?  
I'd like to go back to our chapter and dive deeper 
into those disputes:  were those scholars 
promoting mutually exclusive views of the 
halakhah?  Or were they engaged in an elegant 
covert conceit to push learners to view each 
question from every possible angle?” 



Chapter 9: Rabbi Cheryl Peretz  

Since 2001, Rabbi Cheryl Peretz has served as one 
of the deans of the Ziegler School of Rabbinic 
Studies, teaching, counseling, advising and 

programming. 
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“There are blessings for almost 
everything, the good and the bad.  
Miracles, natural phenomena, new 
houses and vessels, joys and sorrows – 
each and all are opportunities to invoke 
God’s presence and to remember that 
we are not always in control.  We are 
also not alone in our experiences, and 
each moment is an opportunity for 
elevation and meaning.” 



הֲדַרַן עַלָךְ מַסֶּכֶת ____ וְהֲדַרַך 
עֲלָן, דֲעֲתֵן עֲלֵך מַסֶּכֶת ___ ודֲעֲתֵך 

עַלָן. לָא נִתֽנַשֵׁי מִינָךְ מַסֶּכֶת ___ 
וְלֹא תִּתֽנַשִׁי מִינַן, לָא בְּעָלְמָא הָדֵין 

  וְלֹא בְּעָלְמָא דְאַָתֵי

יְהִי רָצוֹן מִלְּפָנֶיךָ ה' אלוקינו ואלוקי 
אַבוֹתֵינוּ ואמותינו שֶׁתְהֵא תּוֹרַתְךָ 
אוּמַנֻתֵנוּ בָּעוֹלָם הַזֶה ותְהֵא עִמָנוּ 

 לעוֹלָם הַבָּא. 
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משה רבינו, משה בן מיימון, משה בן 
מנדל, יהודית הגיבורה, יהודית המורה, 
אברהם אבינו, אברהם בן דוד, אברהם 

יהושע בן משה מרדכי ורייזל, אסתר 
המלכה היא הדסה, הדסה החכמה 

והמנהיגה, זכריה הנביא, זכריה 
הרופא, זכריה החכם והמשכיל, רחל 
אמנו, רחל המשוררת, שלמה המלך, 

שלמה בן אברהם, שלמה זלמן בן יצחק 
הכהן וחיה רחל, שרה אמנו, שרה בת 

 בצלאל ורייזל.

A Contemporary Hadran (  (ה
Composed by Rabbi Eliezer Diamond PhD 
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