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10:00am EDT  Convention Opening
This program will be live-streamed at facebook.com/WLCJ1/live

10:20am EDT  Welcome and Presentation to Margie Miller 
    
10:30am EDT  Tefillin - Shehecheyanu Moment

10:40-11:30am EDT Healing Service, Psalms Study, In Memoriam
    Hazzan Alisa Pomerantz-Boro and Rabbi Ellen S. Wolintz-Fields

    Featuring Zoomria - the WLCJ Choir:

    Marilyn Cohen, International Northeast Region
    Barbara Ezring, Seaboard and Southern Regions
    Toby Holtzman, Seaboard Region
    Razel Kessler, MetroNorth Region
    Debbie Lempert, Central Great Lakes Region
    Lauren Rudin, Mid-Atlantic Region
    Dana Sirkin, North by Northwest Region
    Adele Weinstein, International Northeast Region
    Gilda Zucker, Intracontinental Region

    Conducted by: Hazzan Alisa Pomerantz-Boro and 
    Cantor Leon Sher, Congregation Beth El, Voorhees, NJ

11:30am-12:00pm EDT Chatting in Zoomburg Meeting Rooms

12:00-1:00pm EDT Social Justice Panel
    Social Justice: Torah, DNA or Both?
    Rabbi Cheryl Peretz
    Assoc. Dean, Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies
    Sara Bresnick Tennen
    Exec Dir, DC Volunteer Lawyers Project
    Dr. Marc Swatez and Rebecca Joy Fletcher, 
    The ARK, Chicago

1:00-1:30pm EDT  Continuing the Conversation: 
    - Sara Tennen, DCVLP
    - Marc Swatez & Rebecca Fletcher, The ARK
    - Rabbi Cheryl Peretz, Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies
    - Schmooze

Convention Schedule
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84245297370?pwd=THY2SEtaSEpibFV3WDRRQ0NpdDU5dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/84245297370?pwd=THY2SEtaSEpibFV3WDRRQ0NpdDU5dz09%23success
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/84559908377?pwd=TVZ6ckVXSm1iVnhoa2xnQ092c0Rkdz09%23success
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/81940303070?pwd=cDlLMHpMMzJqTTM2TkpyR0R1alFrdz09%23success
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/81219354365?pwd=K0FyczRGWXN5dGRyMUpkL2ZHckh4Zz09%23success
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/87866946251?pwd=SndLMDh2cW1uMmhaVUVselVleUJRdz09%23success
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/82139724350?pwd=cVpldDYzYk41Uko2eHNDMHR3ME9Qdz09%23success
https://www.facebook.com/WLCJ1/live


1:30-2:45pm EDT  The Business of Women’s League
    WLCJ Plenary Session
    Rules of Convention 
    Bylaws Vote 
    Elections
    State of the League 
    Torah Fund: Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson,
                Chancellor Arnold Eisen, and
                Chancellor Shuly Rubin Schwartz
    Jewels in the Crown Awards 

2:30-3:00pm EDT  Zoom Meeting Room - Virtual Journal

3:00-4:00pm EDT  Sisterhood Workshops
    Presidents: Toby Maser, Carol Simon, Meryl Balaban, and Cory 
    Schneider
    Be part of a fun, informative and inspiring Convention and acquire the tools to 
    ensure a smooth journey as Sisterhood President.

    Torah Fund: Randy Schwartz, Barbara Ezring, Lisa Paule, Jeanette 
    Brownstein, and Donna Burkat
    All you need to know to create a successful Torah Fund campaign in your 
    Sisterhood.

    Membership: Sandy Blumenthal, Sue Bengele, and Regina Newman
    Membership Express: Journey with us on the road to what it is and what it can be.

    Advocacy: Ardis Wexler, Marlene Oslick, Karen Cuker, Dana Sirkin, 
    and Laurie Silverblatt
    Advocating for Women’s League Resolutions.

    Engagement/Programming: Grace Schessler and Karen Seltzer
    Programming for today’s Sisterhoods: A look at relevant and accessible ideas.

    Communications: Deb Bruce, Rachel Ferber, and Sheila Kaufman
    Tools to engage and inform your community.

4:00-4:30pm EDT  Cocktails with Margie and Debbi

4:30-6:00pm EDT  Installation Ceremony and Celebratory Concert
This program will be live-streamed at facebook.com/WLCJ1/live

Convention Schedule
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https://us02web.zoom.us/s/88555938621?pwd=RWRwaWl2SWN3TlZFTTFVRTg3UnR2dz09%23success
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/85086248918?pwd=blhHRlpRWi9pTGdoaDBiUytWbWtJZz09%23success
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/88651199448?pwd=c21RZm96WVVlYWU0ZDB1Z3ZSaVBZUT09%23success
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/85369134705?pwd=WlBhS20zWDROaElGbXEwRi9uOVNBQT09%23success
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/83290984857?pwd=dXpqbmtLcXpnRXJIMmVqa3ZteFdRZz09%23success
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/84680644601?pwd=N1RMdjNXbVJ1bVN6NWhnMW94eTVLUT09%23success
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/81419350828?pwd=Q0p4amdzdXJaWDJHTkVyNFBEM21jQT09%23success
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/85781739863?pwd=MkdUR042RDNIOGRTc2U1bXMzVXlVdz09%23success
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/84792222327?pwd=MGcwa04vbjM4V2ljMGJNd3ArT3ZQZz09%23success
https://www.facebook.com/WLCJ1/live


President:
Margie Miller, BQLI

Vice Presidents:
Lucy Becker, MetroNorth
Sue Bengele, Florida
Deb Bruce, North Atlantic
Agnes Emert, Pacific Southwest
Debra Green, Central Great Lakes 
Vivian Leber, BQLI
Dr. Barbara Levin, Southern 
Myra Promisel, Seaboard 
Elly Sokol, IntraContinental 
Sue Taffet, Seaboard 
Lara Werwa, Garden State
Rusty Zackheim, International Northeast

Officers:
Recording Secretary: Karen Block, North Atlantic 
Financial Secretary: Sandy Blumenthal, Mid-Atlantic 
Treasurer: Janet Kirschner, Mid-Atlantic

Executive Committee Appointees:
Sandy Berenbaum, Mid-Atlantic
Ellen Kaner Bresnick, Seaboard/Pacific Southwest 
Barbara Ezring, Southern/Seaboard
Debbi Kaner Goldich, Mid-Atlantic/Pacific Southwest 
Judi Kenter, Metro North 
Illene Rubin, Mid-Atlantic
Randy Schwartz, IntraContinental 
Shelley Szwalbenest, Mid-Atlantic (Parliamentarian) 

Outgoing  
Execut ive Committee

2017 - 2020
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President:
Debbi Kaner Goldich, Mid-Atlantic/Pacific Southwest

Vice Presidents:
Debbie Bettan, North Atlantic 
Sandy Blumenthal, Mid-Atlantic 
Donna Finkelstein, Mid-Atlantic 
Brenda Katz, Pacific Southwest 
Julia Loeb, Seaboard
Regina Newman, Southern 
Ilene Rothman, Garden State 
Grace Schessler, BQLI
Edna Schrank, Central Great Lakes 
Dana Sirkin, North by Northwest 
Mindy Steinholz, MetroNorth 
Marsha Strongin, IntraContinental

Officers:
Recording Secretary: Deb Bruce, North Atlantic 
Financial Secretary: Sue Bengele, Florida 
Treasurer: Rochelle Hirt, Mid-Atlantic

Executive Committee Appointees: 
Marilyn Berkowitz, PSW (Parliamentarian) 
Meryl Balaban, Garden State
Ellen Kaner Bresnick, Seaboard/Pacific Southwest 
Barbara Ezring, Seaboard/Southern
Janet Kirschner, Mid Atlantic
Myra Promisel, Seaboard 
Renee Ravich, Pacific Southwest 
Illene Rubin, Mid-Atlantic

Incoming 
Execut ive Committee

2020 - 2023
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Rabbi Cheryl Peretz, is the Associate Dean of the Ziegler School of 
Rabbinic Studies, where she also received her ordination. She also holds 
her MBA in Marketing Management from Baruch College, and  helps bring 
those skills and expertise into the operational practices of rabbis and 
congregations throughout North America.

Hazzan Alisa Pomerantz-Boro grew up on Mercer Island, Washington, in 
a rabbinic home, instilled with a love of Judaism and music. From an early 
age, she knew she would continue the long family line of rabbis, cantors 
and educators. Hazzan Pomerantz-Boro was invested as a Hazzan and 
earned her degree in Sacred Jewish Music from the Cantors Institute of 
the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, where she was awarded the 
Jacobson Memorial Prize in Hazzanut. She also holds a B.A. in Near 
Eastern Studies and Music from the University of Washington.

Rabbi Dr. Bradley Shavit Artson holds the Abner and Roslyn Goldstine 
Dean’s Chair of the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies and is Vice 
President of American Jewish University in Los Angeles. A member of the 
Philosophy Department of AJU, he is particularly interested in theology, 
ethics, and the integration of science and religion. He supervises the 
Miller Introduction to Judaism Program and mentors Camp Ramah in 
California in Ojai and Ramah of Northern California in the Bay Area. He is 
also dean of the Zacharias Frankel College in Potsdam, Germany, ordaining 
Conservative rabbis for Europe. He is the author of 12 books and over 250 
articles, most recently Renewing the Process of Creation: A Jewish Integration 
of Science and Spirit.

Chancellor Dr. Arnold M. Eisen, one of the foremost authorities on 
American Judaism, is the seventh chancellor of The Jewish Theological 
Seminary. Before coming to JTS, Chancellor Eisen served on the faculties 
of Stanford, Tel Aviv, and Columbia universities. An award-winning writer 
and advocate for the Jewish community, the chancellor’s many publications
include Rethinking Modern Judaism, and most recently, Conservative 
Judaism Today and Tomorrow, a collection of essays that explore essential
matters of Jewish belief and practice from a Conservative perspective.

Chancellor Dr. Shuly Rubin Schwartz, who became the eighth 
chancellor of The Jewish Theological Seminary on July 1, 2020, has 
served JTS both as a groundbreaking scholar and a visionary institutional
leader. As dean of two schools and most recently as provost, she has 
shaped and strengthened JTS’s academic programs while teaching 
and mentoring countless students. She is the first woman selected as
chancellor of JTS in its 134-year history.

Presenters
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Rebecca Joy Fletcher has been serving as The ARK’s experiential Jewish
educator for the past six years. The first person to hold this position, 
Rebecca administers and runs all group volunteering programs, family 
volunteering programs, and ARK on the Road, lectures, workshops, and 
programs. Throughout all these activities, Rebecca’s goal remains the 
same: to educate and emotionally connect Chicago’s wider Jewish 
community to The ARK, and to its clients, their challenges, triumphs, and 
dreams. Rebecca is also the co-creator and one of the performers of the 
ARK documentary theater piece “Voices of The ARK” which is regularly 
presented at parlor meetings and other gatherings. Rebecca came to her 
ARK position with a wealth of relevant experience – as an ordained cantor 
and educator (though she does not hold a pulpit anymore), as an arts 
educator, and as a working Chicago actor and acclaimed Jewish theater-
maker. She is proud to work for such a compassionate and forward 
thinking organization!
Email: rfletcher@arkchicago.org

Dr. Marc Swatez is the Executive Director of The ARK, a poverty agency 
providing wrap-around services (medical, dental, food pantry, homeless 
shelter, mental health, financial and social services) to Chicagoland Jews 
in need.  Prior to joining The ARK, Marc spent 14 years working as a 
synagogue executive director. Marc holds a Ph.D. in sociology from 
Northwestern University and was one of the first faculty members at the 
University of Richmond’s Jepson School of Leadership Studies.  He is 
currently on the teaching faculty and a mentor for Spertus Institute’s 
Masters in Jewish Professional Service program.  Marc lives with his wife 
in Skokie and has three children, one at home, one in Israel, and one 
successfully launched.
Email: mswatez@arkchicago.org

Sara Bresnick Tennen is the Executive Director of the DC Volunteer 
Lawyers Project, a legal services organization in Washington, DC that 
provides free legal representation to low income domestic violence victims 
and at-risk children. Ms. Tennen, a trained mediator and forensic interviewer,
earned a law degree and a Master’s degree in Social Work from Case 
Western Reserve University and a B.A. in Psychology and Women’s 
Studies from the University of Rochester.
Email: stennen@dcvlp.org

Presenters
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Laurie Akers is a Chicago-based soprano, composer and multi-instrumentalist. 
She is a celebrated Jewish Rock Radio artist and serves as the host of 
the Chicago Sings Jewish Rock Radio series, which brings together can-
tors and musicians from over 20 congregations in the Chicagoland area to 
create and share original Jewish music. Her song, Stand Strong, has been 
included in numerous social justice concerts throughout the country including
the 2019 Consultation of Conscience in Washington D.C and the American
Conference of Cantors 2019 Social Justice concert in Atlanta. Laurie 
proudly serves as the full-time cantorial soloist at Congregation Or Shalom 
in suburban Chicago. In addition, she frequently serves as a guest artist at 
congregations throughout the country. Laurie is currently pursuing cantorial 
certification through the Cantors Assembly’s CICA program. 

Rebecca Boro has faced many challenges in her life. As a result of a 
traumatic brain injury at 30 weeks gestation, she was born with Cerebral 
Palsy and a vision impairment. The doctors told her parents that she would 
never be able to walk or talk. She loves being Jewish! She had a bat mitzvah
and has chanted Torah and Haftarah numerous times. Rebecca credits her 
love of learning and singing from her parents. She enjoys tutoring others in 
the art of Torah chanting and prayer leading. She has led Ma’ariv on multiple
occasions including at Tikvah Shabbat at Camp Ramah in New England.

Hazzan Raquel Pomerantz Gershon is an award-winning singer, composer
and teacher of Jewish music, devoted to sharing her passion for Jewish
music and tefillah to bring people closer to God and Judaism. Raquel & 
#39’s original music includes songs of faith, hope and gratitude that touch 
the soul and uplift the spirit. Many of them can be found on her two CDs, 
Jerusalem On My Mind and Candlesticks of Silver. A graduate of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary as well as Columbia University, Raquel
received a Masters Degree in Special Education from Teachers College, 
Columbia University and is proud to have taught hundreds of students of all
ages and abilities at Day Schools, religious schools and Ramah camps. 
She has presented workshops at the Cantors Assembly convention, 
Jewish education conferences and at assorted Federation and synagogue 
programs. Raquel currently serves as the ritual director at Congregation 
Beth Shalom in Northbrook, and sings with the Jewish Rock Radio 
Chicago Sings ensemble.

Cantor Leon Sher earned his Master of Sacred Music and Cantorial 
Investiture from the Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music at Jewish 
Institute of Religion of the Hebrew Union College in New York City. 
Currently, Cantor Sher is the Music Director at Congregation Beth El in 
Voorhees, NJ and is the founding conductor of HaZamir South Jersey,
the local chapter of HaZamir, the International Jewish Teen Choir.

Part icipants



Jewels in the Crown Winners
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Jewels in the Crown Winners
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Jewels in the Crown Winners
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Gloria Schraibman Adelson 
Rabbi Elliot J. Cosgrove
Judi Dickstein Kenter 
Rabbi Harold Kravitz 
Blanche Meisel 
Margie Miller
Lynn and Eric Sambol
The Sambol Family Foundation
Mary Hagan Sanders 
Evelyn Seelig, z”l
Carol Shayman Simon 
Rita L. Wertlieb 
Lauren Wishnew 
Carol S. Wolintz

1918 Society Donors
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Zoomria

Marilyn Cohen, International Northeast Region
Barbara Ezring, Seaboard and Southern Regions
Toby Holtzman, Seaboard Region
Razel Kessler, MetroNorth Region
Debbie Lempert, Central Great Lakes Region
Lauren Rudin, Mid-Atlantic Region
Dana Sirkin, North by Northwest Region
Adele Weinstein, International Northeast Region
Gilda Zucker, Intracontinental Region

Conducted by: Hazzan Alisa Pomerantz-Boro and 
Cantor Leon Sher, Congregation Beth El, Voorhees, NJ
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Tallit Blessing

Shehecheyanu:
Blessing for Beginnings

20

If you want to follow along, please feel free to print pages 21-26. 
Out of respect for God’s name in Hebrew on the following pages, please do not discard the printed pages. 

They should be collected and gathered for burial.



Mah Tovu

21

Psalm Study - Psalm 150
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Shirat Hayam

Ozi V’Zimrat Yah



Sh’Ma
Va-yo-meir

23

Va-yo-meir A-do-nai el Mo-she lei-mor:
Da-beir el b’nei Yis-ra-eil, v’a-mar-ta a-lei-hem
v’a-su la-hem tsi-tsit, al kan-fei vig-dei-hem l’do-ro-tam,
v’na-t’nu al tsi-tsit ha-ka-naf p’til t’chei-let.
V’ha-ya la-chem l’tsi-tsit, ur-i-tem o-to
uz-char-tem et kawl mits-vot A-do-nai, va-a-si-tem o-tam,
v’lo ta-tu-ru a-cha-rei l’vav-chem,
v’a-cha-rei ei-nei-chem
a-sher a-tem zo-nim a-cha-rei-hem,
L’ma-an tiz-k’ru, va-a-si-tem et kawl mits-vo-tai
vi-h’yi-tem k’do-shim lei-lo-hei-chem.
A-ni A-do-nai E-lo-hei-chem,
a-sher ho-tsei-ti et-chem mei-e-rets Mits-ra-yim
li-h’yot la-chem lei-lo-him;
A-ni A-do-nai E-lo-hei-chem… Emet



Mi Sheberakh

24

Modim Anachnu Lach

Modim



Mourner ’s Kaddish
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To the members of my Executive Committee…

Lucy Becker (VP and Public Policy Chair): I was thrilled to have you serve as a VP bringing 
your calm and steady voice to our Executive Committee.  You represented us well as an 
UN NGO and your care of public policy and world affairs insured that our organization 
remained relevant. Thank you Lucy.

Sue Bengele (VP and Membership Chair): Membership is so important. Without members our 
sisterhoods would not exist. To Sue B and Sue T… Your outreach to our region and sisterhood 
membership chairs insured they received the tools they need to succeed. Thank you and your 
team for all your outreach. 

Sandy Berenbaum (Exec. Appointee and Consulting Services Chair): Thank you to my 
“birthday twin” for leading a cadre of WL dedicated Consultants. By always updating the 
dialogue and training our consultants/mentors, each sisterhood can receive the support they 
need to succeed. You and Meryl Balaban (Consulting personnel chair) did a wonderful job…
always matching the skills of our consultants to meet the needs of our sisterhoods. 

Karen Block (Recording Secretary): Your meticulous records insured that the work we did was 
documented and will be the written record of our administration. Thank you for the countless 
hours to take the minutes, attach all the reports and for being such an important member of our 
Executive Committee. (A shout out to our hometown Valley Stream.)

Sandy Blumenthal (Financial Secretary): You have been such a driving force. Your work, 
with Rusty, was nothing short of miraculous. You understood that per capita, isn’t just about 
the money, it’s about the partnership and relationship WLCJ has with our sisterhoods. Yasher 
Koach

Ellen Kaner Bresnick (Exec. Appointee and Personnel Chair):  What unusual times we had! 
Thank you for leading our staff search committee. You always understood that this was never 
a challenge, but an amazing opportunity. We were able to not just replace our retiring staff, but 
create a staff that will meet our needs now and in the future. I value your work ethic and your 
friendship.

Deb Bruce (VP and Israel Chair): Thanks to your passion and love of Israel, we were able to 
revitalize WL’s commitment to support our Israeli sisters by funding the Masorti Women’s Days 
of Study.  We exceeded all expectations by nearly tripling our monies donated. Fabulous Job!

Agnes Emert (VP and A & E Chair): Thank you for taking on a new challenge and creating a 
wonderful team who took our message to every committee/team within our organization. Our 
goal was to assess and evaluate what each group did and make sure that they set goals and 
made mindful decisions within their portfolios. You did great work!

THANK YOU... from Margie
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Barbara Ezring (Exec. Appointee and Education/Program Chair): You and your amazing team, 
created more educational programs than we ever could have imagined. You insured that every 
single member could avail themselves to programing that would meet her needs and interests. 
There are not enough adjectives to sing your praises. Todah!

Debbi Kaner Goldich (Exec. Appointee and Convention Chair): You successfully planned and 
executed basically two conventions. That was certainly not something anyone would have 
expected! Your persistence for excellence and precision in execution, insured no matter where 
we were…Schaumburg or Zoomburg, Convention 2020 would go down in history. Thank you!!

Debra Green (VP and Region Services Chair): Supporting and being a resource to our region 
presidents takes much more than monthly zoom calls. I’m sure there were countless phone 
calls, mentoring and always being accessible. Thank you for all you did on behalf of our 
wonderful region presidents!

Judi Kenter (Exec Appointee and Social Action Project chair): Thank you Judi for your 
steadfast dedication and clear thinking. You have taken on so many projects through the years, 
always done with care and perseverance. You have distinctively served on the Executive 
Committee for many years. Your wisdom will be missed. 

Janet Kirschner (Treasurer and Budget Chair): I’ve always said, every organization needs 
a Janet! Your dedication, financial knowledge and expertise has kept us fiscally sound for a 
decade. You created a mindful balanced budget each year, mentored the accounting staff, 
maintained a clear voice and have truly been at my side from the beginning. I can’t thank you 
enough.

Vivian Leber (VP and WL Reads Chair): You took a simple formula of our online book group, 
to become a true jewel of our programming crown. WL Reads has expanded, excites and 
engages hundreds and hundreds of members throughout North America and Israel. You 
accomplished so much, Thank you!

Dr. Barbara Levin (VP and Personal Conversations Chair): Being a doctor was so helpful in 
knowing what concerns our women have in regard to Health and Wellness. Creating meaningful 
conversations on topics of interest, insured our programming was diverse and relevant. Thank 
you for all you did.

Myra Promisel (VP and Finance Chair): You were a perfect person to oversee our finance 
team. Your insightful questioning, steadfast determination and thoughtful voice was such an 
asset to WL. You managed your team, insuring that WL will continue to be fiscally responsible 
and insure our stability in the future. Thank you Myra.

Illene Rubin (Exec. Appointee and Convention Vice Chair Program): Who could have imagined
… years of planning, years of conversations, team meetings, outreach to speakers, juggling 
with the logistics vice chairs, Renee Ravich and Marilyn Berkowitz, to insure your vision would 
be executed with ease. You made sure that lemonade would be made from the lemons we 
were dealt. What an accomplishment. Thank you and your entire team! 27



Randy Schwartz (Exec. Appointee and Torah Fund Chair): In a climate that has been more 
than challenging, your work in Torah Fund, has been outstanding. We created a planned giving 
campaign (Thank you Edna Schrank and Cory Schneider), held monthly meetings with the 
Region TF VPs, customized printed materials for each region and created quarterly TF 
Newsletter. Three outstanding and beautiful pins have adorned thousands of our members. 
Your calm voice and gentle way never wavered. Thank you Randy.

Carol Simon (Immediate Past President): Thank you for always having a clear vision on who 
we are and where we should be going. Chairing the Nominating Committee (with your fabulous 
team) insures our bright future. Being the Immediate past president (which I’ll soon find out) 
must be done with a delicate balance. You were always there when I needed you and I cannot 
thank you enough for giving me my space, but never being more than a phone call away. 

Elly Sokol (VP and Communications Co Chair): Elly, I know these three years, were not what 
you expected. Your fortitude and survival spirit inspired us continually. We all hope that the 
years ahead will be filled with good health and happiness. 

Shelley Szwalbenest (Exec. Appointee and Parliamentarian): You might have been new to 
Exec., but we couldn’t have been more thrilled to have you join our ranks. You learned so much 
and always were graciously there to answer my endless questions. It has been a pleasure 
working with you. I cannot thank you enough for your efforts.

Sue Taffet (VP and Membership Co Chair): Yes, the Sue and Sue team (you and Sue Benge-
le) managed our entire membership, affiliation and retention team. (Huge shout out to Sherry 
Lynn Rubin). Membership is at our core, and it takes a village to address at every level. Thank 
you for all you did Sue. 

Rita Wertlieb (Past President): (to my Class of ’92 classmate) Rita, you have served on the 
Exec for well over a decade. I’m sure it will be difficult to step aside. Your insightful questions, 
constant support, and being the voice of organizational history has been invaluable. Your 
kindness, grace and dedication is much admired by all. Thank you for the many years you 
have served WL. You are a treasured PIP. 

Lara Werwa (VP and Communications Co Chair): I know how excited you were to become a 
VP. As we know, life sometimes has other plans. You have expanded your horizons and have 
an opportunity to conquer your next challenge. We always wish you well Lara.  

Iris (Rusty) Zackheim (VP and Per Capita Chair): You are one of the most focused, goal 
oriented women I know. You have a clear sense of “right” and a formidable presence. You 
live by the expression “there’s no I in Team,” always giving credit to others around you. BUT I 
know better. You and Sandy should be ecstatic about being so over budget each year. Yasher 
Koach!
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Thank you…To my Chairs and their hard working Committees:

Social Action and Justice and Public Policy
• Marjorie Fuhrmann: Social Action
• Corinne Hammerschlag: Environment
• Florence Wolpoff, Sandy Koppell and Lucy Becker: United Nation NGOs
• Marlene Oslick: Resolutions 
• Ardis Wexler, Dana Sirkin, Laurie Silverblatt, Karen Cuker, and Susan Winter: Resolutions 

team
• Judi Kenter: Special Projects

Membership
• Sherry Lynn Rubin: Retention
• Gloria Adelson: Affiliation
• Iris Lasky and Lauren Wishnew: Individual Members

Services to Sisterhoods and Members
• Renee Ravich: Preznet
• Sandy Myers and Anna Trachtenberg: WL Cares
• Toby Maser and Harriet Merkowitz: Distance Workshops
• Mimi Pollack: Leadership Institute
• Etta Fialkow: Judaica Shop
• Jody Glass: Creative Judaic Arts
• Meryl Balaban: Consulting Personnel Chair under Consulting Services
• Gail Goldfarb: Sisterhood Support

Administration
• Cory Schneider: Policy Book
• Barbara Safer: Region Nominations
• Corinne Hammerschlag: Past Presidents Council
• Marcia Toppall: Kol Ishah Leadership Development Campaign 
• Evelyn Seelig, z”l : WLCJ 100th Anniversary Celebration 
• Heddy Belman: Partner Organizations
• Roberta Schleicher: Archives

Finance 
• Cheryl Patt: Stock Liasion

Communications
• Lois Silverman: Internet Services
• Martha Katz-Hyman: Communications Specialist
• Cathy Leonard: Webmaster Support for Regions
• Faye Laveson, Cheryl Patt, Illene Rubin, Ellen Kaner Bresnick: New Outlook
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Region Services:
• Jacki Stevens: Region Conferences
• Reva Gershon-Lowy: Region Advisors
• Barbara Safer: Region Nominating
• Donna Finkelstein: Region Budgets
• Corinne Hammerschlag:  Past Presidents Council 
• Cindy Ginsburg: Ways and Means

Education and Programming:
• Marsha Strongin: Program Showcase Chair
• Barb Levin: Health and Wellness
• Renee Glazier: Personal Conversations
• Karen Seltzer: Program Resources
• Jessica Gribetz: Women’s League Institute 

Thank you again to our wonderful staff both past and present
Rabbi Ellen S. Wolintz-Fields, Razel Kessler, Max Kislik, Eiron Diaz, Lorraine Braun, Trish 
Farmer, Gary Baurer, Sarah Stern and Karen Tenesaca.

Thank you to our Convention Team!
Debbi Kaner Goldich: Chair
Illene Rubin: Vice Chair Program
Renee Ravich and  Marilyn Berkowitz: Vice Chairs Logistics
Ellen Kaner Bresnick, Rachel Ferber, Barbara Ezring, Dana Sirkin, Carol Simon,
 Toby Maser, Vivian Leber, and Lois Silverman: Program Team
Agnes Emert, Edna Schrank, Marjorie Maxwell, and Ardis Wexler: Social Action Team
Faye Laveson and Judi Kenter: Installation Team
Debbie Lempert and Toby Holtzman: Tefillot Team
Madeleine Gimbel and Meryl Balaban: JIC Chairs
Marsha Strongin, Ariana Burrows, and Phyllis Goldberg: Virtual Tribute Journal

THANK YOU!
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CENTRAL GREAT LAKES
Adath Israel Congregation, B’nai Jeshurun Congregation, Mary Ellen Bowers, Central 
Great Lakes Region, Sue Cohen, Congregation Beth Shalom, Laurie Davis, Marlene 
Deutsch, Susan Farber, Rachel Ferber, Ruth Fischer, Carol Flank, Fran Hildebrandt, 
Barbara Hochwert, Felissa Kreindler, Debbie Lempert, Cynthia Lerner, Judith Levin, 
Kimberly Levin, Marjorie Maxwell, North Suburban Synagogue Beth El, Marcie Pickard, 
Arlene Rubinoff, Pamela Schlosberg, Edna Schrank, Phyllis Weeks, Karen Weiss, and 
Linda Wolf.
 
FLORIDA
Judy Berger, Genie Blaher, Lee Bloom, Jeanette Brownstein, Marsha Dubrow, Florida 
Region, Phyllis Goldberg, Beryl Goldberg (IHO Margot Banke), Mindy Goldenberg, Sue 
Gurland (IHO Sherry Sukel), Terry Jonas, Arlene Keil, Blanche Meisel, Barbara Safer, 
Ellen Safran Block, Anita Schick, Irene Sholk, Carol Simon, Roseanne Sopher, Carol
Stoller, Laurie Sukel (IMO Lillian Tobias), Cathy Swerdlow, Temple Torat Emet, and Jill 
Tomar.
 
        GARDEN STATE
         Heddy Belman, Michele Bobrow, Donna Burkat, Ellyn  
         Dennison, Helen Goldfinger, Marion Mohl, Ilene Rothman, 
                 Cory Schneider, and Rabbi Ellen Wolintz-Fields.

BROOKLYN, QUEENS, LONG ISLAND
Diana Alfaro, Ellen Allen, Sandie Altman-Baker, Beate Axelrad, 
Harriet Bildstein, Michael Black, Maris Blechner, Nancy Borko, 
Karen Chazan, Laurie Cohen, Lisa Cohen, Janice Costi, Carin 
DeNat, Erica Deutsch, Fred Finkelstein, Sheldon Flatow, Sherry 
Gabay, Ellen Gershowitz, Robert Gershowitz, Eileen Goldman, Jo Greenbaum, Phyllis 
Greenstein, Florence Gropper, Lenore Hanau, Suzanne Heilweil, George Heymann, 
Janet Hiller, Naomi Horowitz, Barbara Kaplan, Charlotte Karsch, Steven Kleiman, 
Ronnie Krell, Diane Landau, Vivian Leber, Ruth Loewenstein, Margie Miller, Nancy 
Morse, Vivienne Mosse, Anise Parnes, Francine Rauch, Robyn Rosenberg, Jerry Sandell,
Grace Schessler, Roberta Schleicher, Beverly Schneider, Evelyn Seelig, z”l, Marilyn 
Seidenfeld, Sharon Shorten, Clare Sucoff, Rosette Teitel, Marilyn Teleky, Temple Gates 
of Prayer, Rita Waingarten, Joan Waxgiser, Ida Weisser, Whitestone Hebrew Centre, 
Natalie Winter, Lauren Wishnew, Vicky Wolkofsky, and Marlene Yanovsky.

 “Creating New Spaces” 
Donors (as of June 1, 2020)
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INTERNATIONAL NORTHEAST
Marla Allentoff, Marilyn Cohen, Deborah Krusch, Toby Maser, 
Cheryl Patt, and Jean Weisberg.
 
INNTRACONTINENTAL
Kol Rinah, Linda Makler, Randy Schwartz, and Ardis Wexler.

METRO NORTH 
Gaye Altman, Beth El Synagogue, Judi Dickstein Kenter, Mary Hagan Sanders, Rabbi 
Lilly Kaufman, Linda Klempner, Lynn Kling, Gloriana Laskowski-Cohen, Joy Lawrence 
Shusner, Deborah Leonard, Deborah Levbarg-Eisenson, Theresa Mulqueeny-Stern, 
Elaine Schanzer, Ellen Shapiro Lepor, Ira Smith, Mindy Steinholz, Amy Uffner, Helen 
Wrobel, and Susan Zevin.
 
MID-ATLANTIC
Sandy Blumenthal, Debbi Kaner Goldich, Janet Kirschner, Ellen Kremer, Miriam Pollack,
Illene Rubin, Lorraine Snow, Judith Sternstein Galler, Temple Beth Sholom, Marsha 
Wasserman, and Debbie Zimmerman.
 
NORTH ATLANTIC
Robin Metzger, North Atlantic Region, and Karen Winer.
 
NORTH BY NORTHWEST
Susan Ben-Rubin, Emily Gannes, and Wendy Glasser.
 
PACIFIC SOUTHWEST
Marilyn Berkowitz, Ida Bobrow, Yvette Brooks, Roseann Brozinsky, Shelley Carl, Sheila 
Chadroff, Congregation Tikvat Jacob, Beth Torah Sisterhood, Janet Farber, Judy Fisher,
Joyce Greenspan, Sarah Hershberg, Lela Jacoby, Nancy Levin, Ana Luna, Louise 
Marak, Shirley Moore, Susan Nack, Gail Neiman, Esther Pullan, Renee Ravich, Jina 
Rezvanpour, Ellen Riches, Barbara Rosenberg, Ruth and Al Rudis, Jessica Schairer, 
Sharlene Schwed, Gina Seeman, Holly Serry, Shomrei Torah Sisterhood, Janis Simon,
Sinai Temple, Roberta Spaccia, Temple Beth Shalom Sisterhood, Etta Weinstein, and 
Gwen Wexler.
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SEABOARD
Barbara Ezring, Barbara Finkel, Marjorie Fuhrmann, Ellen Kaner 
Bresnick, Elissa Kon, Catherine Litofsky, Phyllis Magram, Edith 
Magruder (IMO Joyce Malech), Ziza Pallia (IMO Joyce Malech), 
Myra Promisel, Seaboard Region (IMO Joyce Malech and Lisa 
Blumenfeld), Susan Taffet, and WL of Kol Shalom (IMO Joyce 
Malech).
 
SOUTHERN
Helen Crowley and Susan Steinberg.
 
ADDITIONAL DONOR 
Mark Weisman
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TZEDAKAH

It has been our custom during Convention,
to collect Tzedakah at the end of our 
Shacharit service, to support a community 
organization. This year we have targeted 
“The ARK,” with Social Action donations of 
shirt bags and blankets, but especially with 
our Convention now being virtual, we would 
like to extend a request for your financial
contributions toward this organization.    
(arkchicago.org)

THE ARK
Seymour H. Persky Building
6450 N. CALIFORNIA AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60645-5257

THE ARK NORTHWEST
3100 DUNDEE RD. – SUITE 802
NORTHBROOK, IL 60062-8201

34




