JEWISH ORIGAMI WORKSHOP
Women’s League for Conservative Judaism
Much of my material is drawn directly from Florence Temko, an artist and educator. She began using origami
as a way to engage children learning about holidays and bible. Paraphrasing her words: Origami introduces
Jewish children to their heritage with an activity they enjoy. Seniors have found in origami a magical bond with
their grandchildren. At the same time, cost of materials is minimal, and the mess to clean up, minimal.
“Beyond making one-time decorations, some children and adults find intellectual stimulation in folding pieces
of paper and pursue origami as an educational hobby. In the US and Israel, it attracts many scientists, computer
programmers and mathematicians, among others.” (Temko at Association of Jewish Libraries Convention,
2001)
Program Ideas
Paper Crafting Program – Have a paper crafter come in before a holiday and make cards from the origami
creations. Use stamps and inks to embellish the origami paper.
Mother Daughter (child) Program – Make holiday decorations and garlands
Jewelry Crafting Program – Have a precious metal clay art teacher come in and teach how to turn origami into
jewelry (PMC sheets). This is more expensive than paper, but fun!
Build Your Own Seder Plate using origami being sure to discuss the meanings of the ritual foods.
Additional Suggestions
Fold a dollar bill or two to enclose in a card for your favorite gift recipient.
Use jumping frogs or locusts for Pesach place cards and see who has the most action at the end
Glue origami shofars onto bamboo skewers and use in holiday floral arrangements.
Expand the shofar on the fold instead of cut edges and use as place cards
Cut your own origami paper using colorful gift wrap
Create mobiles

of the meal!
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Dollar Bill Star of David

1. Take a US dollar bill and fold it in half lengthwise. Unfold.
2. Bring the bottom left corner to meet the crease made in step 1. Adjust so that the top left part of
the bill forms a sharp corner point. Fold.
3. Fold the top left side of the bill downwards to meet the bottom edge of the bill. You should see an
equilateral triangle.
4. Continue to wrap the bill around the triangle by folding the left side of the bill up to meet the top
edge.
5. Tuck the remaining section into the equilateral triangle. Rotate slightly.
6. Fold the triangle in half and then unfold. Repeat this on the other two sides of the triangle. These
creases will be landmarks for the next step.
7. Fold the top of the triangle to meet with the base of the triangle, unfold. Repeat on the other two
points.
8. Only most recent crease lines shown. Turn the model over.
9. Fold the top of the triangle to meet the middle of the triangle, unfold. Repeat on the other two
points.
10. Only most recent crease lines shown. Turn the model over.
11. Using the creases made in step 7 and 9, accordion pleat the bottom left corner of the triangle.
Repeat on the other two corners.
12. In the last pleat, tuck the bill under the first pleat. Done.
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1. Start with a rectangular piece of paper such as 8.5" x 11" or A4. Fold it in half lengthwise; unfold.
2. Bring the top left corner to meet the crease made in step 1. Adjust so that the bottom left part of
the paper forms a sharp corner point. Fold.
3. Fold the top right side over top the layers made in step 2. You should see
an equilateral triangle with a segment of paper overhanging the base of
the triangle. With 8.5" x 11" the overhang is quite small. For A4, the
overhang is almost the lenght of the base of the triangle.
4. Fold and tuck the overhang in between the layers of paper.

5. Make sure that the layers of paper do not shift. Fold the triangle in half
and then unfold. Repeat this on the other two sides of the triangle. These
creases will be landmarks for the next step.
6. Fold the top of the triangle to meet with the base of the triangle, unfold.
Repeat on the other two points. Turn the model over.

7. Creases not shown. Fold the top of the triangle to meet the middle of the
triangle, unfold. Repeat on the other two points.

8. Creases made in step 6 and 7 shown.
9. Using the pre-creases, accordion pleat the bottom left corner of the
triangle. Repeat on the other two corners.
10. In the last pleat, tuck the paper under the first pleat. Done.
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