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Yizkor for Victims of October 7, 2023
Rabbi Karen Reiss Medwed*

Introduction
This Yizkor for the victims of the Simḥat Torah October 7, 2023, attack on Israel, which was also the
largest one-day attack on Jews since the Shoah (Holocaust), attempts to capture the personal
details of the over 1,230 victims, Jews and Gentiles, killed on this day and who subdied of injuries in
its aftermath.

This work relied on two key websites: the first, the Israeli government’s site remembering victims of
terror attacks (https://laad.btl.gov.il/Web/He/Default.aspx), and the second, a map of the
massacres of the day (https://oct7map.com/). Please note that the locations presented in this
Yizkor are not meant to be exhaustive of all the places where the tragedies of October 7 occurred.

The work alludes to the language and some of the verses incorporated into the final day Hoshanot,
bringing some echoes of the sacred commemoration into conversation with the holiday on our
calendar. Finally, a few key phrases from Israeli culture and music used in the aftermath of the
massacre were pulled into the Hebrew as well.

This piece has three different sections, which can be used as one whole or an individual element
can be used. Additionally, any of these sections can be incorporated into the Eilleh Ezk’rah section
of Musaf for Yom Kippur if communities wish to keep the focus of Yizkor on individuals’ loved ones.
The first piece, “We Remember,” is a detailed list of how we remember the atrocities of October 7th.
The second section invokes the liturgy of the Hoshanot, and calls out crying to Adonai to
remember us. The third section is a specific El Maleh Raḥamim for the victims of October 7th.

To Die
Hannah Szenes

To die, so young to do…. No, no, not I
I love the warm sunny skies,
Lights, songs, shining eyes,
I want no war, no battle cry,
No, no, not I.
But if it must be that I live today
With blood and death on every hand,
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Praised be he for the grace, I’ll say
To live, if I should die this day…
Upon your soil, my home, my land.

We Remember
ינוֹקאֶת נַקהַתִּ יָּ חִבּוּקשֶׁ אִמּוֹבְּ

נִזְכֹּר
תוֹעַלהַנעֱֶּקָדאֶת מִטָּ

נִזְכֹּר
חוֹתאֶת פָּ שְׁ קוֹתהַמִּ חוּאַחֲרוֹןחִבּוּקיַחַדמְחֻבָּ טְבְּ נִּ רְפוּשֶׁ נִּשְׂ בֵיתָםוְשֶׁ בְּ

נִזְכֹּר
דִידִיםאֶת יםהַיְּ בוּלַחַיִּ שְׁ יָּ מִיגוּנִיתיַחַדוּבָכוּשֶׁ בְּ

נִזְכֹּר
ירוּהַהוֹרִיםאֶת הִסְתִּ יהֶםשֶׁ חְתֵּ יַלְדֵיהֶםאֶתתַּ

נִזְכֹּר
מוּאַתְּ קָּ אָרֶץלְטַיֵּלשֶׁ רֶךְוְנִרְצְחוּבָּ דֶּ בַּ

נִזְכֹּר
לָדִיםאֶת עִירִיםהַיְּ נֶּהֶרְגוּהַצְּ טֶרֶםשֶׁ עֵתבְּ

נִזְכֹּר
רְצְחוּהַהוֹרִיםאֶת נִּ אַכְזָרִיּותּשֶׁ ירֵיהֶםלְעֵיניֵבְּ יַקִּ

נִזְכֹּר
מִימֵיאֶת רָקְדוּהַנֶּפֶשׁתְּ אַחֲרוֹןרִקּוּדשֶׁ

נִזְכֹּר
עִירִיםאֶת לוֹםרוֹדְפֵיהַצְּ סוּ,הַשָׁ תְפְּ נִּ אַכְזָרִיּותּוְנֶהֶרְגוּוְנאֶֶנְסוּשֶׁ בְּ

נִזְכֹּר
צִיאָההָאוֹפַנּיִַםרוֹכְבֵיאֶת יְּ לוּהַאַחֲרוֹנָהבַּ חֻסְּ רֶךְשֶׁ דֶּ בַּ

נִזְכֹּר
יםאֶת אֲהָלִיםהַנּוֹפְשִׁ מַּ רבַּ דְבָּ מִּ וּבַיָּםבַּ

נִזְכֹּר
רִיםהָעוֹבְדִיםאֶת יקִיםהַזָּ דִּ עָמְדוּהַצַּ מַרעַלשֶׁ ירֵיהֶםמִשְׁ רִיםיַקִּ בֻגָּ הַמְּ

נִזְכֹּר
הָעוֹלָםמֵרַחֲבֵיהַחַקְלָאותּעוֹבְדֵיאֶת

נִזְכֹּר
ניֵאֶת ינוֹתמְנַגְּ נְגִּ זְמוֹןהַמַּ הַפִּ הֶםשֶׁ לָּ םשֶׁ תַּ

נִזְכֹּר
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דִיםאֶת יסְַּ רִיםהַמְּ בֻגָּ דִיםוְהַמְּ כֻבָּ הַמְּ
נִזְכֹּר

נִיםאֶת נותָּםהָאָמָּ אֻמָּ השֶׁ אֶמְצַענִנְטְשָׁ בָּ
נִזְכֹּר

תְקְלוּהָארַֹחעוֹבְרֵיאֶת נִּ לאֹשֶׁ אֵיבָהיוֹדְעִיםבְּ הבָּ הָאֲימָֻּ
נִזְכֹּר

יאֶת םהָרוּחַאַנְשֵׁ פָּ דַּ בטֶרֶםהָאַחֲרוֹןשֶׁ נִכְתַּ
נִזְכֹּר

יאֶת חוֹןכּוֹחוֹתאַנְשֵׁ טָּ הַבִּ
יוְאֶת טָרָהאַנְשֵׁ שְׁ הַמִּ
תּוֹתוְאֶת הַכּוֹנְנותּכִּ
יתָנִיּוֹתוְאֶת צְפִּ הַתַּ
לֵיוְאֶת צַהַ"לחַיָּ

נּאֶֶבְקוּ יםשֶׁ יםמולּמְעַטִּ רַבִּ
ימָהעָמְדוּ שִׂ מְּ בַּ
ילוּ יםהִצִּ חַיִּ

מָתָםוְעַד ילוּהָאַחֲרוֹנָהנִשְׁ מִימִיםנְפָשׁוֹתהִצִּ תְּ
נִזְכֹּר

The infant nursing in its mother’s arms
We Remember

The one sacrificed on the bed
We Remember

The families wrapped in each others’ arms in a final embrace at home,
who were killed and set afire

We Remember
The life partners who sat and cried a final tear in the safety shelters

We Remember
The parents killed hiding their children beneath their own bodies

We Remember
Those who were out for day trips and were murdered on the road

We Remember
The children and young innocents who were slaughtered before their time

We Remember
The parents murdered in front of their loved ones
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We Remember
The innocents dancing their final dance

We Remember
The peace loving youngsters who were viciously captured, raped, and killed

We Remember
The cyclists on a neverending trip

We Remember
The vacationers in their tents, in the desert, or on the beach

We Remember
The foreign workers who remained alongside their elders

We Remember
The agricultural workers from around the world

We Remember
The musicians whose music went silent

We Remember
The elders and founders

We Remember
The artists who works remains forever incomplete

We Remember
The passers-by who encountered evil

We Remember
The philosophers whose last page will never be written

We Remember

The security forces; and the Police; and the town security teams, and the military observers; and
the IDF

Who fought a few against many
Who stood and delivered
Who saved lives
And who fought till the bitter end ensuring more innocents survived

We Remember

Hosha Na - Please Remember
-אֱלהֵֹינוּה'

ה בָחַרְתָּאַתָּ
ה עְתָּאַתָּ הוֹשַׁ
ה הִבְטַחְתָּאַתָּ

Adonai our God
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You chose us
You have saved us
You have promised us

וְזוֹעֲקִיםכּוֹאֲבִיםוְאָנוּ
כִינָתְךָלְמַעַן שְׁ
ךָלְמַעַן עַמְּ
רִיתְךָלְמַעַן בְּ

We are here hurting and cry out
For Shekhinah
For Your people
For Your covenant

ךָמְכוֹן בְתְּ אֲנָןנָוֶהלְשִׁ תשַׁ לוֹםסֻכַּ יעַשָׁ נָאהוֹשִׁ
רֵיאֶתהָעוֹטֵף,יְשׁוּבֵיאֶתנָאזְכֹר יָּ רוֹםדַּ בֵיוְאֶתהַדָּ ְ ּׁ פוֹןמְיַש הַצָּ

The dwelling prepared for you, the tranquil habitat, the sukkah of peace, Help us now
Please remember the many settled in the envelope settlement, dwelling in the southern cities, living
in the northern lands

כְאֵבוְשׁוֹאֲגִיםלְדִכּוּינְתוּנִים יעַבִּ נָאהוֹשִׁ
אֲגַתאֶתנָאזְכֹר לוֹםאוֹהֲבֵיהַנּוֹבָהרוֹקְדֵישַׁ ָ ּׁ ירִיםהַש הַיַּקִּ

Still enduring oppressors and roaring in pain, Help us now
Please remember the outcry of the dancing Nova peace loving innocents

אָרֶץלָתורּזוֹעֲקִים, אנוּ,בָּ יעַבָּ נָאהוֹשִׁ
מִימִיםאֶתנָאזְכֹר יםהַתְּ עוְהַחַפִּ שַׁ בוּמִפֶּ שְׁ יָּ יהֶם.שֶׁ בָתֵּ הוּבְּ מְכוֹנִיתָם,שָׁ לוּבִּ רַחֲבֵיטִיְּ אַרְצָםבְּ

Crying out in anguish, as they said, we were out to explore our country, Help us now
Please remember the nascent innocents who sat in their homes, were road tripping in their cars,
were hiking the lands

יעַוּבְהֵמָהאָדָם נָאהוֹשִׁ
רֵפוֹתאֶתנָאזְכֹר ְ גּוּעִיםהַשּׂ יתוְהַפִּ תִּ הַמּוֹלֶדֶתוְחַקְלָאותּאַרְצֵנוּלְתַשְׁ

For both our humanity and animal kingdom, Help us now
Please remember the fires and the devastation to the foundation of our land and the agricultural
infrastructure
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י אַחֶרֶת!אֶרֶץלָנוּאֵיןכִּ
For we have no other land!

And we will remember them all: לָּם:אֶתוְנִזְכֹּר כֻּ

Kfar Aza פַר הכְּ עַזָּ

Nir Am עַםנִיר

Be’eri אֵרִי בְּ

Nir Oz עזֹנִיר

Nova Dance Festival נוֹבָה

Ofakim אֳפָקִים

Sderot דֵרוֹת שְׂ

Ashkelon קְלוֹן אַשְׁ

Netiv ha-Asarah רָהנְתִיב ָ הַעֲשּׂ

Miflasim סִים מְפַלְּ

And all of the settlements and military posts
that were attacked

לוְאֶת וּבִיםכָּ ּׁ ש בִיםהַיִּ צָּ עוּוְהַמֻּ פְגְּ נִּ שֶׁ

[In the event that the hostages have not be returned and/or the bodies of those held in captivity
known to be dead were not returned, we add:

לִיםאָנוּ לְּ ללְהַחְזָרָתָםמִתְפַּ לשֶׁ יתאַחֵינוּכָּ רָאֵלבֵּ תוּנִיםיִשְׂ בְיָה,הַנְּ ִ ּׁ ש רְצְחוּ,וְאֵלּוּבַּ נִּ יםאָנוּשֶׁ מְחַכִּ
לִקְבורָּהגּופּוֹתֵיהֶםלְהַחְזָרַת

As for our siblings, the whole house of Israel, who were murdered and who are being held in
captivity and awaiting the return of their bodies for burial, we pray for their return]

El Maleh Raḥamim
רוֹמִים,שׁוֹכֵןרַחֲמִים,מָלֵאאֵל מְּ חַתנְכוֹנָהמְנוּחָההַמְצֵאבַּ נְפֵיתַּ כִינָה,כַּ ְ ּׁ הַש

מַעֲלוֹת יםבְּ זֹּהַרוּטְהוֹרִים,קְדוֹשִׁ מוֹתאֶתמַזְהִירִים,הָרָקִיעַכְּ לנִשְֹׁ סְפּוּ,אֵלּוּכָּ נִּ שֶׁ
רָאֵלאֶזְרְחֵי רָאֵלעַםהָעוֹלָם,מְדִינוֹתוְאֶזְרְחֵייִשְׂ בֵיוְכָליִשְׂ בֵל,יוֹשְׁ תֵּ
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ר רְפוּ,וְנִרְצְחוּ,נֶהֶרְגוּ,אֲשֶׁ אוֹתוְנאֶֶנְסוּ,עִנּוּיִיםעָבְרוּהֻפְצְצוּ,וְנחְֶנְקוּ,וְנִשְׂ לותּ,הַכָּ חוּוְהִתְעַלְּ אפֶֹןוְנִטְבְּ בְּ
מְחַתאַכְזָרִי שִׂ הַגּוֹרָלִית.תּוֹרָהבְּ
מוֹתוְאֶת לנִשְֹׁ יכָּ טָרָה,הַהֲגַנָּה,אַנְשֵׁ חוֹן,וְכוֹחוֹתמִשְׁ טָּ תּוֹתהַבִּ יתָנִיּוֹת,הַכּוֹנְנותּ,כִּ צְפִּ סְרוּוְצַהַ"ל,תַּ מָּ שֶׁ

ם גִבּוֹרֵינַפְשָׁ רָאֵל.כְּ גַןיִשְׂ הִיעֵדֶןבְּ עַלאָנָּאמְנוּחָתָם.תְּ ירֵםהָרַחֲמִיםבַּ סֵתֶרהַסְתִּ נָפֶיךָבְּ וצְּרוֹרלְעוֹלָמִיםכְּ
צְרוֹר יםבִּ מוֹתֵיהֶם.אֶתהַחַיִּ נִשְׁ

לוֹםוְיָנוּחוּנחֲַלָתָםהוּאהָ׳ בוֹתֵיהֶם.עַלבְשָׁ כְּ ִ ּׁ .אָמֵןוְנֹאמַרמִש
Exalted, compassionate God, grant perfect peace in Your sheltering presence, among the holy and
the pure whose radiance is like the heavens to the souls of all of those who perished, citizens of
Israel and citizens of countries around the world, Am Yisrael, and all who dwell on earth,
who were killed, who were murdered, who were strangled, and bombed, who were tortured and
who were raped, beaten and tormented, and were cruelly slaughtered on that fateful Simḥat Torah.
And the souls of the defense personnel, the Israeli police, the defense forces, the emergency
squads, the observers, and the IDF, who gave their lives as Heroes of Israel.
May their memories be a blessing and may they rest in paradise.
Master of mercy, may they find eternal shelter beneath Your sheltering wings, and may their souls
be bound up in the bond of life. Adonai is their portion. May they rest in peace. And let us say:
Amen.

Isaiah 66:13
ישׁ אִ֕ ר֥כְּ נחֲַמֶנּ֑וּאִמּ֖וֹאֲשֶׁ תְּ

ן֤ ֙כֵּ נֹכִי םאָֽ אֲנחֶַ֣מְכֶ֔
לַ֖͏םִ מוּ׃וּבִירֽושָּׁ נחָֻֽ תְּ

Like one whom a mother comforts.
So I will comfort you:
You shall find comfort in Jerusalem.

Kaddish
ל דַּ יִתְגַּ

Kfar Aza
שׁ וְיִתְקַדַּ

Be’eri
מֵהּ אשְׁ רַבָּ

Nova Dance Festival
א עָלְמָֽ י־בְרָאבְּ כִרְעותֵּהּדִּ

Zikim
מַלְכותֵּהּוְימְַלִיךְ

Nir Am
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חַיֵּיכוֹן בְּ
Naḥal Oz

וּבְיוֹמֵיכוֹן
Nir Oz

דְכָלוּבְחַיֵּי
Ofakim

ית רָאֵלבֵּ יִשְׂ
Sderot

עֲגָלָא קָרִיבוּבִזְמַןבַּ
Kerem Shalom

אָמֵןוְאִמְרוּ

מֵהּיְהֵא אשְׁ עָלְמַיָּאולְּעָלְמֵילְעָלַםמְבָרַךְרַבָּ

Nirim
רַךְ חיִתְבָּ בַּ תַּ וְיִשְׁ

Nir Yitzḥak
אַר וְיִתְרוֹמַםוְיִתְפָּ

Mivtaḥim
א ֵ רוְיִתְנַשּׂ וְיִתְהַדָּ

Kissufim
לוְיִתְעַלֶּה וְיִתְהַלָּ

Re’im
מֵהּ אשְׁ רִיךְדְקֻדְשָׁ הוּאבְּ

Miflasim
לָּא לָּא(לְעֵֽ )לְעֵֽ

Sha’ar ha-Negev
ל אמִכָּ רְכָתָֽ אבִּ ירָתָֽ וְשִׁ

Alumim
א חָתָֽ בְּ שְׁ אתֻּ וְנחֶָמָתָֽ

Ḥolit
אֲמִירָן אדַּ עָלְמָֽ אָמֵןוְאִמְרוּבְּ

איְהֵא לָמָֽ אשְׁ ארַבָּֽ מַיָּֽ יםמִן־שְׁ ינוּוְחַיִּ רָאֵלעָלֵֽ ל־יִשְׂ :אָמֵןוְאִמְרוּוְעַל־כָּ
ה לוֹםעוֹשֶׂ מְרוֹמָיושָׁ ההוּאבִּ לוֹםיַעֲשֶׂ ינוּשָׁ לוְעַלעָלֵֽ רָאֵלכָּ בֵי]וְעַליִשְׂ ל־יוֹשְׁ :אָמֵןוְאִמְרוּתֵבֵל[כָּ
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